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As the first Journal in 2018, I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish you all a belated Happy 
New Year; I hope it has started off well. At the 
time of writing, we are coming up to the end 
of the first quarter, which has seen a major 
breakthrough for RIDBA. Hopefully you will 
have seen our press release and newsletters 
announcing our partnership with Dorset County 
Council Trading Standards, enabling a gateway 
for RIDBA members to report non-compliance 
of the Construction Products Regulation for CE 
marking. This is a massive step forward for RIDBA 
and its members in ensuring non-compliance is 
addressed and creating a level playing field for 
the industry. See the full article on page 6.
In March RIDBA hosted its first Industry Day, 
which I am pleased to report was a great success. 
The event was sold out with over 70 people 
attending both the AGM and the Industry Day 
with a fantastic line-up of industry speakers. 
I would like to say a huge thank you to our 
sponsors: Kingspan, Marley Eternit, Joseph Ash 
and the Hadley Group. A full report on the event 
can be found on pages 4 and 5.
New RIDBA Chairman, Mike Hammond of United 
Products, who was welcomed at the end of 
the AGM, outlined his visions for the future of 
the association. He would like to focus more 
attention on increasing the membership across 
both agricultural and industrial markets as well 
as looking at alliances with industry stakeholders 
that would benefit members. Another primary 
focus for the year will be the organisation of 
the RIDBA Building Awards 2019, which was 
announced at the AGM to be taking place on 
Friday 15 March at the De Vere East Midlands 
Conference Centre in Nottingham. We encourage 
all members to submit entries for the Awards 
competition, which will launch later this year.
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Member Directory  15
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The Open Doors event, organised by Build UK, 
also took place in March, where companies 
opened up their live construction sites and 
offices to members of the public to go ‘behind 
the scenes’ and see the huge variety of careers 
available in the industry. This year over 277  
sites across the UK were opened attracting  
over 5,200 visitors, which is a fantastic advert  
for the industry.
On a similar note, 10th June is Open Farm 
Sunday, where hundreds of farms all over the 
country will open their gates, offering a fantastic 
chance for people to discover real farming first-
hand and see for themselves how their food is 
produced. For this, and other key dates for your 
diary, look ahead to page 6. 
Re-established last year, the RIDBA Technical 
Committee has started to address some of the 
key issues being raised by members including, 
base plates, ventilation and CE marking. RIDBA 
Technical Consultant, Dr Martin Heywood is 
drafting Technical Features as guidance to 
members. His latest article on Purlins and 
Cladding Rails in Agricultural Buildings can be 
found on page 20. 
Another focus for RIDBA this year is the revision  
of the Farm Buildings Handbook. The current 
second edition, now sold out, was last published 
in 2013 so it is certainly time for an update! 
We are offering members the opportunity to 
advertise within the publication, so please check 
out page 6 to make sure you don’t miss out. 
As always, if you’d like to get in touch, please  
call me on 0844 249 0043 or email  
Debbie.Iley@ridba.org.uk. 

Debbie Iley
Trade Association Manager

Image courtesy of Briarwood

An Exciting Start to the Year  
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Thank you to our members and guest 
speakers for making RIDBA’s first Industry 
Day a great success! We were thrilled to see 
so many of our members all in one room to 
share in our achievements and to look ahead 
to a productive future.

AGM – Acknowledging Achievements and 
Looking Ahead 
RIDBA would like to thank James Anthony, 
Immediate Past Chairman, for the 
tremendous amount of work he has done for 
the Trade Association in his role as Chairman 
over the last three years. During this time, 
RIDBA has enjoyed many achievements, 
including, but not limited to:

Primary Authority Agreement  
with Dorset Trading Standards

New logo and website

RIDBA Building Awards

CE Marking Action Group

Limited company by guarantee

Technical advisory support service

RIDBA Enjoys a Successful Industry Day 

Key Industry Speakers

Paul Grimshaw, Regional Manager at 
Kingspan introduced Tony Ryan, Head 
of Engineering Fire Services, who gave 
an insightful CPD presentation on the 
fire performance of insulated panel and 
façade systems.

Dr Martin Heywood, RIDBA Technical 
Consultant, presented an important 
technical update on structural design 
of buildings, design codes, CE Marking, 
Brexit and his service to RIDBA 
members.

Tony Mitchell, Principal Inspector of 
Health and Safety at HSE, gave an 
update on CDM Regulations - three 
years on and passionately explained 
how they push the focus back to 
preventing risk in all projects, rather 
than just mitigating risk at site level.

Jamie Robertson, BSc, MSc, MIAgrE, 
Director at Livestock Management 
Systems, gave a lively and 
enthusiastic presentation on how 
building design can optimise animal 
welfare and performance.



The Premier Rural and Industrial Building Magazine    ridba.org.uk 5

RIDBA News

To round off a brilliant day, guests were 
able to enjoy a VIP manufacturing tour, 
showcasing how the iconic Jaguar car is 
produced! With a dedicated guide per six 
guests, we entered into a whole new world 
devoted to creating Jaguar perfection. 
A highlight was seeing the incredible, 
complex machines, performing intricate  
tasks during the manufacturing line. The 
precision and delicacy with which they 
operated was truly mesmerising!
This hive of activity works to set shifts and 
produces anything up to 50 bespoke cars 
per day and once this number is hit, the 
employees leave and the machines stand 
stationary.

The Complete Jaguar Experience   

Thank You to Our 
Sponsors!
We would like to say a huge thanks to our 
sponsors Kingspan, Joseph Ash Galvanizing, 
Marley Eternit and Hadley Group.

Welcome from New Chairman,  
Mike Hammond 

Mike Hammond, RIDBA’s new Chairman 
took to the stage and said, “I would like 
to start by thanking Debbie and her team 
along with James and the Board for all the 
hard work and difficult decisions that have 
been made over the last couple of years.”

Mike continued, “I, with the help of the 
Board and Debbie’s team at Build UK, will 
be concentrating on the goals that have 
been set for the next two years. I would like 
to focus our attention on increasing the 
membership, not only in the agricultural 
markets but also the industrial markets. 
We will also be focusing on looking at 
alliances with the markets we all work in 
that would benefit the membership.”

“Our other primary focus will be on 
the Building Awards 2019, which I am 
delighted to be able to announce today, 
will take place in Nottingham at the DeVere 
East Midlands Conference Centre, which 
will be a fantastic venue both in terms of 
location and flexible meeting space.”

“So on a final note I would like to thank 
Build UK and the Board for what they have 
achieved and I am looking forward to my 
two years working alongside them.”
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RIDBA is pleased to have signed a new partnership with Dorset 
County Council Trading Standards Service (DCCTSS) in the form 
of a Primary Authority Agreement (PAA). The agreement is a legal 
partnership whereby DCCTSS commits to investigating reports from 
RIDBA members of non-compliance of the Construction Products 
Regulation (CPR). 

DCCTSS is fully aware of the CPR and the importance of CE Marking, 
which has often not been the case with many Local Trading 
Standards offices. Acting as the main point of contact for RIDBA 
on all cases, DCCTSS will follow up directly with other Local Trading 
Standards offices, allowing a more efficient way for RIDBA members 
to report non-compliance. 

All RIDBA Steel Frame Manufacturers have achieved CE certification 
as part of the RIDBA membership criteria and this agreement takes a 
significant step in helping to make the industry a fairer place. RIDBA 
members are critical to ensuring the success of this partnership by 
making RIDBA aware of any cases of non-compliance, which can 
be reported anonymously. This is a fantastic opportunity for RIDBA 
and its members to lead the way in ensuring that non-member 
businesses not complying with CE Marking are reported. 

Principal Trading Standards Officer at Dorset County Council, 
Martin Thursby said: 

“We are delighted to form a Primary Authority Partnership with 
RIDBA and look forward to working closely together to drive up 
compliance with the Construction Products Regulation in non-
member companies. As well as being a legal obligation, compliance 
with the regulations ensures safety and a level playing field in the 
industry.” 

RIDBA Chairman, James Anthony said: 

“This is a massive step forward for RIDBA and something we 
have been looking at for some time. The number one issue for 
our members is compliance with CE marking and the frustration 
caused by companies operating illegally and not complying with the 
Construction Products Regulation. Dorset has already demonstrated 
how effective it can be in dealing with non-compliance so we look 
forward to a successful partnership.”

Please report any information directly to Debbie.Iley@ridba.org.uk 
and we can request anonymity from Trading Standards.

RIDBA Tackles CE Marking 
Non-Compliance with 
New Partnership 

Image courtesy of Glendale Engineering (Milfield) Ltd

Advertise in the Farm 
Buildings Handbook  
Last published in 2013, the popular 
Farm Buildings Handbook is in the 
process of being updated and the 
next edition is due to be released 
in autumn 2018. The Handbook 
is a vital reference for farmers 
and estate managers, as well as 
contractors and designers looking 
for particular requirements in 
agricultural construction. RIDBA 
sells up to 10 handbooks per 
month and is now out of stock! 

RIDBA members have an exclusive opportunity to advertise  
in this publication starting from just £300 + VAT. If you 
would like further details please contact Communications 
Coordinator, Ashleigh Stevens at marketing@ridba.org.uk 
or call 0844 249 0043. 

Diary Dates
• 26 May, Shropshire County Show, The Greenhouse West 

Mid Showground - a celebration of the rural community and 
to highlight the role it plays in our daily lives.

• 5 June, Members’ Meeting, Somerset

• 10 June, Open Farm Sunday, across the UK - discover real 
farming first-hand and see how food is produced.

• 13-14 June 2018, Cereals 2018, Chrishall Grange Duxford, 
Cambridgeshire - latest arable innovations, key opinion 
leaders, and the best arable products and services to help 
grow your businesses.

• 15-17 June 2018, Royal Three Counties Show, Worcestershire  
- the largest livestock and equine show in England.

• 6-8 July 2018, Kent County Show, Maidstone - showcase 
event for farming, countryside and rural life.

• 10-12 July 2018, Great Yorkshire Show, Regional Agricultural 
Centre, Harrogate
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Data Protection Pitfalls could Cost Farmers Millions, 
Warns CAAV 
New data protection rules could potentially cost farmers millions 
of pounds in fines if they do not comply, the Central Association of 
Agricultural Valuers (CAAV) has warned.
The new rules, which come into effect on 25 May 2018 under the EU’s 
General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR), apply to any business 
that holds data on an individual – and that includes farmers, says 
Jeremy Moody, secretary and adviser at the CAAV. Farmers will have 
to keep personal data (for example on employees) secure and up to 
date, and will also have to demonstrate compliance and delete files if 
requested. 
The consequences of getting data protection wrong can be 
enormous, explains John Smith, solicitor at Burges Salmon. “For 
serious breaches in data protection, businesses can be charged up 
to €20m (£17.5m) or 4% of annual global turnover (whichever is 
greater).” 
The new rules add to the existing Data Protection Act, with four key 
areas employers should be aware of: Accountability, self-reporting, 
enhanced rights, and consent. 
“Your business will need policies and procedures in place to 
demonstrate compliance with GDPR,” warns Mr Smith. “This needs to 
be on-going, day-to-day compliance, with training for relevant staff, 
and audits on what data you hold and where you’re keeping it.”
If a company breaches data protection rules it is required to report 
the breach to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). “For 
serious breaches you have to report within 72 hours and keep 
a record.” This can include the loss of a laptop or memory stick 
containing personal information – and with more resources to 
clamp down on breaches, the ICO will be able to walk into an office 
unannounced and temporarily ban firms from holding personal 
information. “On top of this, if an individual suffers losses as a result 
of a breach, there is no cap on the compensation they can claim.”
Currently, employees have a right to request to see all the personal 
data held on them by an employer – this remains the case but an 
employer can no longer charge a fee for this and must comply within 
30 days, explains Mr Smith. Employees can also demand that their 
data is erased simply by removing consent for their data to be held.

Under the Data Protection Act, 
employers are required to have 
valid and justifiable reasons to 
hold data relating to an individual, 
so in the case of employees, they 
often rely on a consent clause in 
employee contracts, says Mr Smith. 
However, the legal definition of 
consent under GDPR has been 
changed. “The bar has been raised 
high and it is no longer safe for 
employers to rely on this,” he 
explains. “Employers will now have 
to rely on contractual necessity to 
hold data, such as holding bank 
details in order to pay them, or 
National Insurance Numbers to comply with HMRC.”
On top of this, employers are responsible for any breaches that occur 
with a third-party company which is contracted to do work using 
personal information, such as payroll. “Farmers should review these 
contracts and add a GDPR clause saying the third party agree to 
comply, and if they don’t they can indemnify you.”
With so many changes, it’s vital to conduct an internal audit and 
make sure your house is in order, suggests Mr Smith. “The ICO has 
launched a telephone line to guide small businesses through the 
process, but GDPR is imposing an onerous obligation on employers.” 
So far the ICO is encouraging compliance, rather than penalising 
businesses, but this could change after GDPR comes into force, 
warns Mr Moody. “Although the rules sound complex and onerous, 
there are some simple steps that farmers can take to ensure 
compliance and there’s plenty of help out there.”
The Central Association of Agricultural Valuers (CAAV) is a specialist 
professional body representing, qualifying and briefing over 2,700 
members practising in a diverse range of agricultural and rural work 
throughout England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

For more information visit: www.caav.org.uk

Jeremy Moody, CAAV

“Your business will need policies and procedures in place to demonstrate compliance with 
GDPR,” warns Mr Smith. “This needs to be on-going, day-to-day compliance, with training for 
relevant staff, and audits on what data you hold and where you’re keeping it.”

GDPR
General Data Protection  
Regulations
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Structural steelwork maintained its leading position in key sectors 
of the UK’s structural frames market according to the 2017 Market 
Share survey by independent researchers, Construction Markets.
The survey is the latest in a series that has been carried out annually 
since 1980. Based on interviews with 750 construction specifiers, the 
survey is the biggest of its kind in the UK.
The total market for structural frames in the UK last year was 
estimated to be just over 43 million square metres of floor area,  
up 4% on 2016. Once again, steel took the largest share with 43%, 
ahead of load bearing masonry at 37.6%, timber at 12.6% and 
concrete at 6.7%.
Overall, the single storey industrial buildings market contracted by 
2.6% against 2016, but continued to be dominated by steel, with the 
material accounting for 92.3% of the total market. 
In the key ‘sheds’ sector, steel increased its market share by 0.1% to 
97.9%. Steel also dominated the multi-storey, non-domestic buildings 
sector, which accounts for 21% of the total market, with a share 
of 66.2%, up slightly from 66.1% in 2016. Within this sector, steel 

recorded market share increases for health, education, and  
leisure buildings.
The total market for multi-storey leisure buildings grew significantly, 
up 21.7% over 2016, and steel increased its market share by 2.1%  
to 62.6%.
Steel also grew its market share in conventional single storey 
non-domestic buildings from 63.3% in 2016 to 63.5% overall, with 
increases in the offices, retail, leisure and health sectors.
BCSA Director General, Sarah McCann Bartlett said: “The survey 
demonstrates that steel is the preferred framing choice across a 
broad range of both building types and sectors.”
“The cost-effectiveness of steel, its flexibility, speed of construction, 
and contribution to sustainability, are all attributes valued by 
developers, contractors, designers and building users alike, so we are 
confident that future market share surveys will continue to show the 
dominance of steel frames.”

Article sourced from: www.newsteelconstruction.com

Steel Maintains its Dominance in Key Markets  

Tread Carefully with Travel and Overnight  
Subsistence Allowances 
Travel and overnight subsistence allowances are always an area 
of danger when firms in construction are audited by HMRC. The 
problems are always the same: how to reward workers enough 
to get them to travel long and uncomfortable journeys to do work 
outside the normal distance range, sometimes being forced to stay 
overnight?

The HMRC attitude is easy enough to understand. They do not want 
any employer paying tax free wages or allowances tax free to cover 
expenses that have not actually been incurred. So if an employer 
sent an employee to work away from home and agreed to send 
them in a helicopter, and the expense was actually incurred, then the 
employer could refund the money tax free. It isn’t the amount that 
HMRC care about, it is whether it has actually been incurred, and is 
there evidence to prove that.

So if you send staff to work away and they complete claim sheets 
showing their mileage – which is tested and seems reasonable – you 
can pay up to 45p a mile for the first 10,000 miles a year and 25p a 

mile thereafter (If the worker has costs beyond that they can claim 
them for tax relief on their own tax return). Most employers don’t 
actually want to pay that much, and nor do they want the endless 
claims sheets. Claims sheets are a nuisance in this industry where 
they arrive only partially completed, dirty, with no attached receipts – 
or they don’t come in at all.
The answer is to use the allowances agreed with HMRC for payment 
under the National Working Rules of the demolition industry (DICB 
Rules). Care must be taken to make sure that not a penny more and 
not a penny less than the rules set is paid. If employees work away 
from home and claim a lodging allowance, they must complete the 
certificate to show that they are maintaining a home elsewhere. 
Members are often pulled up and penalties sought where no 
certificates are held.
Contact Liz Bridge at liz@thetaxbridge.com who will be happy to 
give an hour’s free advice to RIDBA members.
Find out more at www.thetaxbridge.com 
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Working on roofs always carries an element of risk, and one vital 
aspect of managing this risk is to understand that ‘non-fragile’ does 
not mean the same as ‘walkable’, particularly in relation to rooflights. 
The Advisory Committee for Roofsafety (ACR), of which RIDBA is a 
member, is the UK’s leading authority on roof work and roof safety, 
and provides guidance on this and other issues.  
In 1998 the first Red Book was published as the Standard for testing 
for non-fragile roof assemblies. The ACR[M]001 standard has been 
revised several times since then, most recently in 2014, but its basic 
principle in defining the risk associated with roof assemblies has 
remained unchanged. This has helped make roofs safer places and 
reduce many of the risks associated with working on roofs.
However, there remain some areas where the standard needs 
clarification, in particular with regard to rooflights, including what 
classifications can be achieved with the standard, and the expected 
durability of products.
With the exception of some structural glass walk-on systems, the 
best non-fragility classification that a rooflight can be expected to 
achieve is Class B. This is certainly true of all industrial type rooflights, 
whether they be in-plane profiled rooflights or out-of-plane rooflights 
such as domes, continuous barrel vault or panel glazed rooflights, or 
similar. It is important to remember that a non-fragility classification 
applies to an assembly of a rooflight in a surrounding roof, so is also 
always limited by the classification of the roof into which they are 
installed. Many roofs, including most industrial metal and membrane 
industrial type roofs achieve at most Class B non-fragility when fully 
installed (with Class A 
typically only achieved by 
roofs designed to floor 
loadings, which is very 
uncommon).
A frequent question that 
is asked is “are rooflights 
walkable?” The answer to 
which should always be 
that no one should ever 
deliberately step on or 
walk on a rooflight. Firstly, 
stepping on a rooflight 
might damage the surface. 
Most non-glass rooflights 
rely on a UV protective 
layer on the upper surface, 
therefore scratches to 

this surface can affect the long-term durability of the product, cause 
accelerated local discolouration, or even potentially affect the long 
term structural performance of the product. Secondly, and most 
importantly, it is unwise to get in the habit of stepping on rooflights 
– you never know if the next one you step on has been correctly 
installed or how it might perform, especially on existing roofs or on a 
refurbishment. 
No rooflight should be considered ‘safe’ to deliberately step or 
walk on. Whilst all non-fragile rooflights are safe if there is an 
accidental fall or step onto the rooflight, there are different levels of 
performance. For example, some rooflights may be damaged and 
require immediate replacement, whilst others may resist impact 
without damage. Ambiguous phrases such as ‘walkable’, ‘man safe’ 
or ‘step safe’ should be avoided. These are undefined terms and can 
often result in specification of minimum performance products. In 
the event of someone falling on a rooflight, it is essential that it is 
inspected for damage, which may affect the weatherability, durability 
or non-fragility of the product, and if damaged it should be replaced.
Another frequent question relates to the expected durability of 
rooflights and how long they can be expected to remain non-fragile. 
The ACR[M]001 standard is a test at a point in time, demonstrating 
the performance a rooflight assembly can be expected to 
achieve when newly installed in accordance with manufacturers 
recommendations. It does not take into account how an assembly 
may perform over time. Higher specification rooflights, with higher 
factors of safety and greater resistance to accidental damage that 
can help preserve long term non-fragility are available. However, 
non-fragility is a function of many aspects of an assembly, including 
installation, and many different factors could affect long term 
non-fragile performance, so it is not possible for any rooflight 
manufacturer to offer a non-fragility guarantee. Full detail is given in 
Technical document NTD08 issued by NARM (National Association for 
Rooflight Manufacturers). 
The Red Book is predominantly intended to give guidance to those 
accessing roofs so that they can accurately assess the risk of working 
on a roof and the height safety precautions required when accessing 
a roof. The best solution is always to avoid having to access a roof if 
possible. Therefore choosing low maintenance solutions, products 
designed to work together, and those offering good resistance to 
accidental damage will help to minimise that risk.

Graham Willmott, Chairman, Advisory Committee for 
Roofsafety (ACR) 
For further information, visit www.roofworkadvice.info  

Defining Rooflight Non-Fragility 

Image courtesy of Kingspan - Kapture rooflight installed on a Topdek roof

Graham Willmott
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Figures published by the Health & Safety Executive show that falls through fragile roof  
materials caused over one quarter of fatal accidents in the construction industry.  
Fixsafe addresses the problem and is playing a major role in reducing this statistic.

Fixsafe allows sheets to be replaced from below, eliminating the need to access fragile 
roofs and thereby greatly increasing site safety. By removing the requirement for costly 
safety netting, roof staging or external scaffolding, on-site time is reduced and access 
equipment costs are minimised.

Replacing rooflights from below is an HSE recommended method and complies with 
Regulation 9 of the Work At Height Regulations 2005. Protect your roofers and yourself by 
insisting on Fixsafe.

We also offer: • Insulated rooflights for energy-saving upgrades and refurbishment  
• Lightweight over-roofing for cost-effective roof refurb with minimal disruption.

For details, please call us on 01543 687300 or visit www.filon.co.uk

Replacing rooflights or roof sheets? 
Fragile roofs put lives at risk  
and you could be liable. 
Insist your contractor  
uses Filon Fixsafe.

Filon Fixsafe allows replacement rooflights  
or roof sheets to be installed from below, 
avoiding the need to access fragile roofs

Innovative upgrade & refurbishment solutions for profiled fibre cement or metal roofs & cladding 

NO NEED 
TO ACCESS 

FRAGILE ROOFS

ALL WORK 
CARRIED OUT 
FROM BELOW
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2018: The Year of Mental Health 

Industry News

Suicide kills more men aged 40 to 49 than cancer or heart disease. 
It can devastate families and friends, and more recently it was 
recognised as a serious problem in the construction industry.
Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Health, Jackie Doyle-Price said, 
“Working-class men who work on building sites are not meant to 
have mental health problems, so when they have them, nobody 
pays any attention, because the environment is very masculine. They 
are certainly not going to seek help, so it is not surprising that this 
particular group of people has a very high incidence of suicide.”
CN features writer, Lucy Alderson said, “When I think back to this time 
last year when the Construction News team was planning for the 
launch of our mental health campaign Mind Matters, I would never 
have expected how conversations around this issue would explode 
across the industry over the course of 2017.”
Lucy goes on to say, “Construction News will continue to report 
on mental health next year and we must all continue to question 
ourselves: what can we do, as an industry, to support our workforce? 
Let those 1 in 4 construction workers know they are not alone by 
continuing the progress our industry has made this year into 2018.”

Mental Health Awareness in Agriculture
Agriculture has also been recognised by the Government as an 
area of occupation where people are at higher risk of encountering 
depression. Frontier recognises the importance of mental health 
issues and as part of their, ‘The Responsible Choice’ sustainability 
and responsibility initiative, they collaborate with outside partners to 
raise awareness of mental health issues, and of the industry-specific 
support available to farmers and their families.
Frontier works alongside the umbrella charity, Farming Help -  
www.farminghelp.co.uk - on a range of fundraising and awareness 
projects. Farming Help operates a confidential ‘umbrella’ helpline 
on behalf of four separate agricultural charities: Addington Fund, 
The Farming Community Network, and the RABI (Royal Agricultural 
Benevolent Institution) and RSABI.
By calling Farming Help on 03000 111 999 anyone who works in 
agriculture can gain access to support and advice from any of these 
charities to find help on anything from depression, to financial 
problems or even housing advice.
Sharon Kennett, Chair of Frontier’s The Responsible Choice steering 
group, said: “The charities that make up Farming Help do great 
work helping farmers and their families when they are in difficulty. 
However, people often aren’t aware of just how much support is 
available or how to access it.”

“Our Responsible Choice group identified this as an area where 
we could make a difference. We recognised that Frontier could 
use its scale and position to make a positive impact on the farming 
community. We can help by fund raising and by raising awareness 
among our farm advisory colleagues and farmer customers of the 
support available.”

Mental Health Awareness Week runs from  
8-14 May 2017
The Mental Health Foundation is focussing this year’s Mental Health 
Awareness Week on stress to highlight that it is a serious condition 
that can also be a root factor in many other serious mental health 
problems.
Paul Burrows, chief executive of RABI, speaking on behalf of Farming 
Help, said: “I’d like to thank Frontier for their pro-active approach 
in helping to raise awareness of mental health issues within the 
agricultural sector. It is something that we (the Farming Help 
charities) increasingly encounter in carrying out our valuable work 
and we thank Frontier for raising funds to help us continue to provide 
support to the sector.”
“This new collaboration between Frontier and Farming Help will be 
signalled by Frontier’s support of Mental Health Awareness Week 
from 8th May. Sharon added: “Our Responsible Choice initiative is 
a long term project. We’re looking forward to working with Farming 
Help in the months and years to come beginning with fund raising 
events and promotion during Mental Health Awareness Week.”
Sources: 
www.nfuonline.com
www.frontierag.co.uk
www.constructionnews.co.uk
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Industry News

How to Choose the Right Temporary Building to Get Value 
for Money  
You can purchase or hire a temporary commercial structure to 
accommodate almost any application and any size requirement. The 
question is, how to get the best value for your money?
Obviously, the more lead time you have, the more leeway you will 
have to shop around for the best deal. However, many businesses 
need temporary buildings when they are in a hurry. This may be due 
to a spike in seasonal demand, a short notice event, or contingency 
accommodation in the event that your main business premises is 
uninhabitable.
When sourcing a temporary building urgently, value for money is 
equally, if not more important, but the time simply isn’t there to 
agonise over the decision. This article provides a highly simplified 
breakdown of the three main types of temporary building. Within 
these broad categories are a diverse range of solutions that can all be 
tweaked to your needs. 

Temporary Buildings
A truly temporary building is a cost-effective, easy to erect 
warehousing solution that can be installed on site in as little as seven 
days. Even the largest temporary warehouses can normally be put up 
within 28 to 40 days.

These buildings feature:
• A lightweight aluminium frame
• Flexible PVC roof (making them suitable for sloped or  

uneven surfaces)
• Steel wall cladding

This is the most cost-effective option, especially if you are only 
planning on using the space for two years or less. It is also a positive 
option if you do not own the land where you will be using the 
building, as it means you can quickly relocate the building when you 
move on. Small temporary buildings and warehouse extensions do 
not always need planning permission, and you will not normally need 
to lay down a concrete base.
There are a couple of disadvantages to this option. Firstly, temporary 
buildings depreciate in value over time and the PVC roofing will need 
replacing every 10 years (should you need to use the building that 
long). You will also have to take ongoing maintenance into account. 
Finally, as these buildings are uninsulated they can be expensive to 
heat in winter and keep cool in summer.

Interim Buildings
Interim, or semi-permanent buildings are designed for longer periods 
of use, usually between three and seven years. These buildings are 
also aluminium frame structures, but also include steel roof cladding 
and insulation. This makes them sturdier and more energy-efficient, 
meaning they can be used throughout the year and have heating or 
refrigeration systems installed. Some interim buildings benefit from 
having a concrete base, although surface preparation is minimal 
compared with a steel framed building, or a permanent structure.
If you own the land, are considering longer term use and require 
heating or cooling, then you should give thought to this type of 
building. They are still very fast to put up and can easily be relocated. 
However, these temporary structures are not usually suitable if your 
products or activities constitute a fire risk – as they are not deemed 
fire safe. You will also need to acquire planning permission for these 
structures, either in advance or retrospectively.

Permanent/Semi-permanent Steel Buildings
If you need a longer term building for 10 years or more, you should 
consider investing in a semi-permanent steel framed building. These 
robust structures are completely watertight, are fire safe, meet Part L 
compliance for conservation of fuel and power, and are as secure as 
a permanent building. In addition, they comply with all insurance and 
building regulations.
These buildings are fit for use over a working life of 35 to 50 years; 
as long as some permanent buildings. So why choose a steel framed 
structure over a brick and mortar building?

• Steel framed buildings can be fabricated to meet your exact size 
requirements

• They can be purchased or hired at a fraction of the capital cost of 
a conventional building

• They require very little maintenance
• Installation time is considerably faster than a conventional 

building.
The downside to this type of structure is that it can’t be relocated 
easily. You will need to carry out a certain amount of ground 
preparation, including some foundation work. The build will need far 
more attention to detail during project planning and management. 
Planning permission may also be a more lengthy process.

Article sourced from www.smart-space.co.uk 

Image sourced from Smart-Space
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Build UK News

Build UK, the Civil Engineering Contractors Association (CECA), and the 
Construction Products Association (CPA), are calling on Government 
to abolish the practice of retention in the construction industry. 
Together, Build UK, CECA and the CPA represent the construction 
supply chain, from clients and the contracting supply chain to 
manufacturers and suppliers. In their response to the Government 
consultation on the Practice of Cash Retention under Construction 
Contracts, they make the case for a joint approach of Government 
legislation to abolish retention. This is supported by the industry 
developing and implementing a phased roadmap as the only way to 

achieve the cultural change needed on this issue.
The issue of cash retention has been brought into stark focus with 
Carillion going into liquidation, leaving an estimated 30,000 creditors. 
It is also estimated that Carillion held £800 million of retention 
payments on entering liquidation. 
In order to deliver the UK’s ambitious infrastructure, housing and 
commercial needs, the way construction projects are designed, 
procured, delivered and operated needs to be transformed. The 
current business model requires change with operating margins 
unsustainable for the level of risk that companies are taking on.

Abolish Retention in Construction 

Open Doors sees the industry open live construction sites and 
offices to the public to go ‘behind the scenes’ and showcase the 
huge variety of careers available in the industry. 
Open Doors 2018, which ran between 19 - 24 March, saw 277 sites 
across England, Wales and Scotland open, with over 5,200 visitors 
attending site visits across the week.
The campaign, which is led by Build UK in partnership with the 
Construction Industry Training Board (CITB), aims to inspire young 
people and career changers to consider and explore a dynamic 
and exciting career in the construction industry. 
Construction is an industry of opportunity. According to the latest 

Construction Skills Network report 158,000 jobs will be created in 
the sector from 2018 - 2022. Jobs in demand include, carpenters, 
labourers and white collar managerial roles, highlighting the 
diverse range of opportunities in the industry. 
Open Doors is also supported 
by the Considerate Constructors 
Scheme (CCS), the Construction Skills 
Certification Scheme (CSCS)  
and Go Construct.
Email info@opendoors.construction 
to register your interest for next year. 

Open Doors 2018 Success!  

In the aftermath of the news of the collapse of Carillion, Build UK 
worked with its members, the industry and Government to assist 
in understanding the impact on the supply chain and what the next 
steps needed were.
A Government taskforce was set up to monitor and advise on 
mitigating the impacts of Carillion’s liquidation on construction 
firms, particularly SMEs and those working in the sector, which 
Suzannah Nichol, Build UK Chief Executive sits on. 
Build UK believes that the lack of trust between parties throughout 
the whole construction supply chain drives the behaviour of the 
combination of lowest price, inequitable transfer of contract risk, 
poor payment practices and inadequate governance. If ever there 
was a catalyst for change this is it and if there was a time, it is now.
The Build UK Board is clear that it can, and will, provide the strong, 
bold and incisive leadership that the construction industry so 

desperately needs. Bringing together the supply chain including 
Clients, Contractors, Specialist Contractors and now Professional 
Services, Institutions and others, has created the opportunity to 
stop talking about what is right for one party or another, but to 
do what is right for the whole industry, and we need to lead the 
industry accordingly.
Build UK’s priorities identify that unless we address the 
Commercial Model currently operated, we will never truly be able 
to deliver an industry that is fit for purpose.
Improving business performance and rewarding success with 
a sustainable level of profit will enable the industry to drive 
innovation, invest in future skills and apprenticeships and support 
the digital transformation the whole industry would like to see.
For more information on any of the above, please contact  
info@BuildUK.org.

Build UK Open Doors Launch at One Blackfriars

Catalyst for Change



Member Directory 

Companies that manufacture steel  
or timber framed buildings

3b Construction
South Street Depot, Port William, Newton Stewart, 
Dumfries & Galloway, DG8 9SH
01988 700 000
heather.vance@3bconstruction.co.uk 
www.3bconstruction.co.uk

A C Jackson Ltd
Buffer Depot, Rode Street, Tarporley,  
Cheshire, CW6 0EF
01270 588 841
info@acjackson.co.uk
www.acjacksonltd.co.uk

A. J. W. Engineering Ltd
The Grange, Fleetham Lane, Scruton, 
Northallerton, DL7 0RL 
07966 406 271 
ajw.engineering@virgin.net

A.C. Bacon Engineering Ltd
Norwich Road, Hingham, Norfolk, NR9 4LS 
01953 850 611 
steel@acbacon.co.uk 
www.acbacon.co.uk

A.J. Lowther & Son Ltd
The Factory, Whitchurch, Ross-on-Wye, 
Herefordshire, HR9 6DW 
01600 890 482 
info@ajlowther.co.uk 
www.ajlowther.co.uk

Adeilad Cladding Ltd
The Stores, Station Road, Llanwrda, 
Carmarthenshire, SA19 8EH 
01550 777 497 
adclad@live.co.uk 
www.adclad.co.uk

AJ Hayton Welding & Fabrication Ltd
Bainsbeck Barn, Arkholme, Nr Carnforth, 
Lancashire, LA6 1BA 
01524 222242 
email@ajhayton.plus.com

Alan Jukes Steel Framed Buildings Ltd
Cae Mawr, Llanfechain, Powys, SY22 6XH 
01691 828 094 
alanjukes@btinternet.com 
www.alanjukes.co.uk

Allen Fabrications Ltd
Davies Road, Four Pools Industrial Estate, 
Evesham, Worcestershire, WR11 1DR 
01386 47277 
info@allenfabs.co.uk 
www.allenfabs.co.uk

Andenor Ltd 
74 Rowan Way, Balderton, Nottinghamshire, 
Newark, NG24 3BJ
01623 490555 
stuart@andenor.com

Balsham (Buildings) Ltd
1-2 Rosemary House, Lanwades Business Park, 
Kennet, Newmarket, Suffolk, CB8 7PN 
01223 894 404 
mickg@balsham.uk.com 
www.balsham.uk.com

Bowie Lockwood Structures Ltd
Coombe Abbey Farm, Coombe Fields Road, Binley, 
Warwickshire, CV3 2SX 
0845 2572 343 
sales@bowielockwood.co.uk 
www.bowielockwood.co.uk

C.E. Davidson Ltd
South View, Fressingfield, Eye, Suffolk, IP21 5PJ 
01379 388 077 
charlie@cedavidson.co.uk

Chris Hodgson Engineering Ltd
Seven Acres, Hollocombe, Chulmleigh, Devon, 
EX18 7QH 
01769 520 422 
info@chrishodgson.biz 
www.chrishodgsonengineering.co.uk

Colley (Farm Buildings) Ltd
The Airfield, Cranswick Ind Est, Beverley Road  
Cranswick, Driffield, Yorkshire, YO25 9PF 
01430 810 210 
enquiries@colleyfarmbuildings.co.uk 
www.colleyfarmbuildings.co.uk

Collins Design & Build Ltd
Unit 5, Westwood Ind Est, Pontrilas, Hereford, 
HR2 0EL 
0198 1240682 
info@collinsdb.co.uk
www.collinsdb.co.uk

Core Steel Ltd
Unit J, Three Mills Trading Estate, Old School Lane, 
Hereford, HR1 1EX 
01273 815 932 
info@danddconstruction.co.uk 
www.danddconstruction.co.uk

Culm Valley Farm & Industrial Buildings Ltd 
Bridge Street, Bridge Works, Uffculme, Devon, 
EX15 3AX 
01884 841 557 
culmvalleyfarmbuildings@btconnect.com 
www.culmvalleyfarmbuildings.co.uk

Cumbria Steel Fabrications Ltd
Barras Lane Ind Est, Dalston, Carlisle, Cumbria, 
CA5 7ND 
01228 711 318 
office@csfab.co.uk 
www.csfab.co.uk

D G Ashley Ltd
Highcroft, Aike, Driffield, East Yorkshire,  
YO25 9BG 
01377 270 525 
D6ash@aol.com

D Jones Welding
Llwyncelyn, Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire, SA19 6RY 
01558 822 381 
djoneswelding@hotmail.co.uk

DeVille and Lear Ltd
Mill Lane, Roston, Ashbourne, Derbyshire,  
DE6 2EE 
01335 324 302 
info@devilleandlear.co.uk 
www.devilleandlear.co.uk

Dunn (Canadian - UK) Ltd
86 Spencer Road, Wigan, Lancashire, WN1 2QP 
01942 237 487 
dunnstorm650@aol.com 
www.dunncanadian.co.uk

Eagle Structural Ltd
Lordship Road, South Carlton, Louth, Lincolnshire,  
LN11 8JS 
01507 450 081 
info@eagle-structural.co.uk 
www.eagle-structural.co.uk

Emmerson Doors Ltd
Enterprise Way, Sherburn in Elmet, Leeds,  
LS25 6NA 
01977 685 566 
sales@emmerson-doors.co.uk 
www.emmerson-doors.co.uk

Ernest Leng and Son
Friars Hill, Sinnington, York, Yorkshire, YO62 6SL 
01751 431 774 
leng@xlninternet.co.uk 
www.ernestleng.co.uk

F.W. Yelland & Son (Northlew) Ltd
Oljonna House, Station Road, Okehampton, 
Devon, EX20 3BN 
01409 221 445 
admin@yellands.free-online.co.uk 
www.yelland-construction.co.uk

Farmplus Constructions Ltd
Shay Lane, Longridge, Preston, Lancashire,  
PR3 3BT 
01772 785 252 
Jim.Rogerson@farmplus.co.uk 
www.farmplus.co.uk

Fowler & Gilbert Ltd
Unit B  Sheriff House, Nantwich Road, Stanthorne, 
Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 0LH 
01606 738 738 
info@flgb.co.uk 
www.flgb.co.uk

FP McCann Ltd
3 Drumard Road, Knockloughrim, Magherafelt, 
Londonderry, BT45 8QA 
028 79642558 
info@fpmccann.co.uk 
www.fpmccann.co.uk

Gareth Pugh Steel Framed Buildings Ltd
Agrimont Depot  Station Yard, Abermule, Powys, 
Montgomery, SY15 6NH 
01686 630500 
gareth.pugh@garethpugh.co.uk 
www.garethpugh.co.uk

George W Addison
Clayfolds, Aluah, Banff, Aberdeenshire,  
AB45 3UD 
01261 821 288 
stuartadd@btinternet.com

GLE Structurals Ltd
6A Station Street, Chatteris, Cambridgeshire,
PE16 6NA 
07711 032 600 
mark.stone16@btinternet.com

Glendale Engineering (Milfield) Ltd  
Berwick Road Industrial Estate, Wooler, 
Northumberland, NE71 6AH 
01668 281 464 
info@glendaleengineering.co.uk 
www.glendaleengineering.co.uk

GLT & Son Roofing Services Ltd
15a Bronyglyn, Bronwydd, Carmarthen,  
SA33 6JB
07837 958 144 
gltroof@ymail.com

Harry West (Prees)
Lower Heath Prees, Whitchurch, Shropshire,  
SY13 2BT 
01948 840465 
lee.west@harrywest.co.uk 
www.harrywest.co.uk

Frame Manufacturers
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Hemmings Construction Ltd
Cockshoot Farm, Dean Road, Newnham, 
Gloucestershire, GL14 1HH
01594 517 161 
martin.hemmings@yahoo.co.uk

Hext Construction Ltd
Broadsmoor, Crediton, Devon,  
EX17 4SW
01884 860 555 
hextconstruction@gmail.com

IN Fabrications Ltd
Unit 11, Talbot Way, Adderley Road Industrial 
Estate, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 3SJ
ian@infabrications.co.uk

J A S Construction
2 Tettaridge Gate, Launceston, PL15 9QX
01409 255 787
jas.construction.js@gmail.com 
www.jasconstruction.co.uk

J I & M Davies & Son
Coed Rodyn Farm, Lixwm Road, Mold, Clwyd,  
CH7 5RQ
01352 741 843
daviescoed@aol.com

J. Wareing & Son (Wrea Green) Ltd
Whinbrick Works, Blackpool Road, Kirkham, 
Preston, Lancashire, PR4 2RJ
01772 682 159
sales@wareingbuildings.co.uk
www.wareingbuildings.co.uk

Knapp Farm Buildings
Quarryknowe, Knapp, Inchture, Perthshire,  
PH14 9SW
01828 686 265
alistairreid@knappfarmbuildings.co.uk
www.knappfarmbuildings.co.uk

L Harrison & Co. (Eastoft) Ltd
Verandah House, Eastoft, Scunthorpe,  
North Lincolnshire, DN17 4PN
01724 798245
andy@harrisoneastoft.co.uk

L.K.L Construction
Gorllwyn, Dyfed, Carmarthen, SA33 6PY
01994 484 230
kevlkl@hotmail.co.uk

Lancashire Steel Buildings
Copthurst Farm, Barrowford Road, Higham,  
Nr Burnley, Lancashire, BB12 9AS
01282 771748
sales@lancashire-steelbuildings.co.uk
http://lancashire-steelbuildings.co.uk/

M.D. Anthony Ltd
Unit 20, The Dock Business Park, Ely, 
Cambridgeshire, CB7 4GS
01353 666 201
sales@mdanthony.com
www.mdanthony.com

Magna Buildings Ltd
Blackpitt Farm, Oddington, Moreton in Marsh, 
Gloucestershire, GL56 0XW
01451 831 855
general@magnabuild.com
www.magnabuild.co.uk

Mervyn Rose Engineering Ltd T/A Rose 
Engineering
Paradise Farm, Bagber, Sturminster Newton, 
Dorset, DT10 2HB
01258 472 866
info@rose-engineering.co.uk
www.rose-engineering.co.uk

Minshall Construction (UK) Ltd
Unit 1 Bert Smith Way, Adderley Road,  
Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 3SN
01630 657 647
info@minshallconstruction.com
www.minshallconstruction.com

Morspan Construction Ltd
Llancayo Farm, Usk, Monmouthshire, NP15 1HY
01291 672334
enquiries@morspan.co.uk
www.morspan.com

Norman & Gray Ltd
Lilac Cottage, Malton Road, Pickering, North 
Yorkshire, YO18 8EA  
01751 472 812
phil@pjnorman.co.uk
www.pjnorman.co.uk

Northern Structures Ltd
Amble Industrial Estate, Amble, Northumberland, 
NE65 0PE
01665 710 746
anthony.nelson@northernstructures.co.uk
www.northernstructures.co.uk

P McKenna’s Agricultural Service Ltd
Esh Winning Industrial Estate, West Terrace,  
Esh Winning, Durham, DH7 9PT
0191 373 3187
pmckenna_agri_servis@hotmail.com

Paul Huxley Construction Ltd
Unit 25 Rednal Industrial Estate, West Felton, 
Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 4HS
07432 637432
sales@paulhuxleyconstruction.co.uk
www.paulhuxleyconstruction.co.uk

PDL Timber and Steel Frame Construction Ltd
26 Tudor Road, Lincoln, Lincolnshire, LN6 3LL 
07768 566 589 
pdlconstruction1@ntlworld.com 

Preston Steel Structures
Ryecroft, Newby Clapham, Nr Lancaster, 
Lancashire, LA2 8JD
01524 251 542 
info@prestonsteelstructures.co.uk
www.prestonsteelstructures.co.uk

R E Buildings Ltd
Spout House, Bay Horse, Lancaster, Lancashire, 
LA2 9DE 
01524 792 247 
sales@rebuildings.co.uk 
www.rebuildings.co.uk

R J Doak & Sons Ltd
Northfaulds, Lanark, Lanarkshire, ML11 7SA 
01555 661 425 
rjdoakltd@gmail.com 
www.doakco.com

Reynolds Builders Ltd
Upper Broadmoor Farm, Talbenny, Little Haven, 
Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, SA62 3XD 
01437 781 758

RG Welding Ltd
Cleveland House, St Ive, Liskeard, Cornwall,  
PL14 3LX 
07976 091875 
helen@rgwelding.co.uk

RM Gibbons Ltd
1 Catherines Lane, Bickerstaff, Ormskirk, 
Lancashire, L39 9EL
07584 045 382
gibbonsroger@aol.com

Robinson Structures Ltd
Eagle Park Industrial, Alfreton Road, Derby, 
Derbyshire, DE21 4AE
01332 574 711
sales@robinsons.com
www.robinsons.com

Robinsons Scotland Ltd
Broomhouses 2 Industrial Estate, Old Glasgow 
Road, Lockerbie, Dumfries and Galloway,  
DG11 2SG 
01576 205 905 
sales@rbscotland.co.uk 
www.rbscotland.com

Ron Whitfield Engineers Ltd
Manorfield, Fridaythorpe, Driffield, Yorkshire, 
YO25 9RT 
01377 288 263 
gwhitfield72@gmail.com

RWHB Ltd 
Belston Cottage, Sinclairston, Cumnock, Ayrshire, 
KA18 2RU 
01290 700 073 
enquiries@rwhb.co.uk 
www.rwhb.co.uk  

S & A Fabrications Ltd
Harmire Enterprise Park, Barnard Castle,  
County Durham, DL12 8EH 
01833 690 379 
fabs@s-and-a.co.uk 
www.s-and-a.co.uk

S. Schofield Steel Fabrications Ltd  
Cookson’s Yard Beverley, Carr Lane, Hambleton, 
Lancashire, FY6 9BB 
01253 702 806 
info@schofieldsteel.co.uk 
www.schofieldsteel.co.uk

Scorpion Engineering Construction Ltd  
Brunel Court, Elcot Lane, Marlborough, Wiltshire, 
SN8 2AZ
01672 514 471 
sales@scorpionbuildings.co.uk 
www.scorpionbuildings.co.uk

SDM Fabrication Ltd
Foundry Way, March, Cambridgeshire, PE15 0WR 
01354 660 895 
richard@sdmLtd.co.uk
www.sdmstructures.com

Severn Fabrications Ltd 
Unit 3, Maesbury Mill, Industrial Park, Oswestry, 
Shropshire, SY10 8BB 
01691 653 506 
info@severnfabrications.co.uk 
www.severn-fabrications.co.uk

Shufflebottom Ltd
Cross Hands Business Park, Cross Hands, Llanelli, 
Carmarthenshire, SA14 6RE 
01269 831 831 
alex@shufflebottom.co.uk 
www.shufflebottom.co.uk

Smith Contracts Scotland Ltd
Lawersbridge Farm, Mauchline, Ayrshire, KA5 6EU 
01290 559358 
enquiries@smithcontractsscotland.com 
www.smithcontractsscotland.com

South West Steel Construction Ltd  
Holsworthy Industrial Estate, Holsworthy,  
Devon, EX22 6ER 
01409 253 211 
info@southweststeelconstruction.co.uk 
www.southweststeelconstruction.co.uk

Steel Fabricators (Wales) Ltd
3 Nantyglyn, Cwmann, Lampeter, Dyfed, SA48 8JT 
01570 493 253 
enquiries@steelfabwales.co.uk 
www.steelfabwales.co.uk

Steeltek Structural Steel Ltd
Unit 4-6 Mallard Industrial Park, Charles Street  
Horbury, Wakefield, Yorkshire, WF4 5FH 
01924 283 355 
Neil.Fox@steeltek.co.uk
www.steeltek.co.uk

Structural Weld Ltd
Church Farm, Church Lane, East Lydford, 
Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7HD 
01963 351 293 
structuralweld@btconnect.com

Supercraft Structures Ltd
Shobdon Airfield, Shobdon, Near Leominster, 
Herefordshire, HR6 9NR 
01568 708 456 
info@supercraftltd.co.uk 
www.supercraftltd.co.uk

T & P Metcalfe & Sons Ltd
Forgewood House, Wray Road, Wennington, 
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA2 8NN
01524 222 230 
Info@tpmetcalfe.co.uk  
www.tpmetcalfe.co.uk

Tilke Engineering Ltd
Lyndale, Bellhouse Lane, Anslow, Burton-on-Trent, 
Staffordshire, DE13 9PA
01283 563 756 
craig@tilkeengineering.co.uk 
www.tilkeengineering.co.uk
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Timmins Engineering and Construction Ltd
Innovation Works, Caenby Hall Business Park, 
Caenby Corner, Market Rasen, Lincolnshire,  
LN8 2BU 
01673 878800 
info@timminsagricultural.co.uk 
www.timminsagricultural.co.uk

Titan Steel Ltd
Kirkton, Kinellar, Aberdeen, AB21 0SB 
01224 791 178 
info@titansteel.co.uk 
www.titansteel.co.uk

United Products Ltd
Evenwood Industrial Estate, Copeland Road, 
Evenwood, County Durham, DL14 9SF 
01388 834 295 
Michael.Hammond@cagroup.ltd.uk 
www.united-products.co.uk

W E Phillips and Sons Ltd
Unit 12, Honiton Business Park, Ottery Moor Lane, 
Honiton, Devon, EX14 1BG 
01404 459 09 
info@wephillipsandsons.co.uk 
www.wephillipsandsons.co.uk

W H Ricketts & Sons
Forge Works, Ffynnon Gynydd, Glasbury on Wye, 
Powys, HR3 5LX 
01497 847 250 
info@whrickettsandsons.co.uk

Webcox Engineering Ltd
Harris Rd, Calne, Wiltshire, SN11 9PT 
01249 813 225 
sales@webcox.co.uk

Wilson Construction Ltd
East Stobswood Farm Cottages, Widdrington, 
Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 3AY 
01670 791 404 
wilsonconstruction@hotmail.co.uk 
http://wilsonconstruction.co.uk/

Worman Construction Ltd
Beachley House, Beach Road, St. Brides, Newport, 
Gwent, NP10 8SH 
01633 681 710 
worman.constructionltd@btinternet.com 
www.worman-construction.co.uk

Wrightway Structural Steels Ltd
The Steelyard, R/O Greycotts, Copes Road,  
Great Kingshill, Buckinghamshire, HP15 6JA 
07738 402 608 
sales@wrightwaysteels.co.uk 
www.wrightwaysteels.co.uk

Yield Engineering Ltd
118 Church Street, Whaddon, Cambs, SG8 5RX 
01763 243 300 
simon@yieldengineering.co.uk 
www.yieldengineering.co.uk

Yorkshire Steel Buildings (Holdings) Ltd
Aiskew Bank Farm, Back Lane, Bedale, Aiskew, 
Yorkshire, DL8 1AU 
01677 423 324 
info@yorkshiresteelbuildings.co.uk 
www.yorkshiresteelbuildings.co.uk

Supplier Members

Companies that manufacture or 
supply products related to the rural 
and industrial buildings industry

3DCAD4U Ltd
19 Ellerbeck Road, Thornton Cleveleys, Blackpool, 
Lancashire, FY5 1DH
07512 104890
john@3dcad4u.com
www.steel-connections.co.uk 

 

A Steadman & Son
Warnell, Welton, Carlisle, Cumbria, 
CA5 7HH 
01697 478 277 
info@steadmans.co.uk 
www.steadmans.co.uk  
 
Acorus Rural Property Services Ltd
Old Market Office, Risbygate Street,  
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP33 3AA 
01284 753271 
mike.bamforth@acorus.co.uk 
www.acorus.co.uk 

AJN Steelstock Ltd
Ickneild Way, Kentford, Newmarket, Suffolk, 
CB8 7QT
01638 555500 
sales@ajnsteelstock.co.uk 
www.ajnsteelstock.co.uk 
 
Albion Sections Ltd
2 Albion Road, West Bromwich, West Midlands, 
B70 8BD 
01215 531 877 
tom.hughes@albionsections.co.uk 
www.albionsections.co.uk  

Briarwood Products Ltd
Briarwood Business Park, Commerce Way, Walrow 
Industrial Estate, Highbridge, Somerset, TA9 4AG 
01934 641 446 
norman.morter@briarwoodproducts.co.uk 
www.briarwoodproducts.co.uk 
 
Capital Steel Group Ltd
Third Floor, 82 Union Street, Glasgow, G1 3QS 
0141 4049 360 
alanh@capitalsteelbuildings.co.uk 
www.capitalsteelbuildings.co.uk  
 
Cembrit Ltd
Studio 39, Thames Innovation Centre,  
2 Veridion Way, Erith, Kent, DA18 4AL 
0208 320 1184 
ged.ferris@cembrit.co.uk 
www.cembrit.co.uk

Duggan Steel Group Ltd
Dublin Road, Kilkenny, Ireland, R95 CCY5 
00353 567 722 485 
MEGAN@steel.ie 
www.steel.ie
 
Farmsmart Events Ltd
Killington Hall Farm, Killington, Kirkby Lonsdale, 
Carnforth, Lancashire, LA6 2HA 
015396 20255 
andy@farm-smart.co.uk 
www.farm-smart.co.uk

Filon Products Ltd
Unit 3, Ring Road, Zone 2, Burntwood Business 
Park, Burntwood, Staffordshire, WS7 3JQ 
01543 687300 
markwilcox@filonproducts.co.uk  
www.filon.co.uk 
 
Hadley Group
123 West Bromwich Street, Oldbury,  
West Midlands, B69 3AZ 
0121 555 1342 
brian.cartwright@hadleygroup.com
www.hadleygroup.co.uk 
 
Hereford Galvanizers Ltd
Westfields Trading Estate, Hereford, 
Herefordshire, HR4 9NS 
01432 267 664 
peter.shipley@hereford.galvanizers.co.uk   
www.galvanizers.co.uk  
 
Hornsey Steels Ltd
Riverlea, Bedstone Road, Shropshire, SY7 0AQ 
01547 530419 
info@hornseysteels.co.uk 
www.roofing-sheets.co.uk 
 
Huck Nets (U.K.) Ltd,
Gore Cross Business Park, Corbin Way, Dorset, 
DT6 3UX 
01308 425 100 
dave.collins@hucknetting.co.uk 
www.huck-net.co.uk  

 

IAE
Mossfield Road, Adderley Green, Longton,  
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, ST3 5BW 
01782 339 320 
lee.scragg@iae.co.uk 
www.iae.co.uk 
 
James E. Smith (Timber) Ltd
Soho Pool Way Park Road, Hockley, Birmingham, 
B18 5JA 
0121 5232 261 
dave@jestimber.co.uk 
www.jestimber.co.uk 
 
Joris Ide NV
Elmbridge Court, Gloucester, GL3 1JZ 
01452 412 069 
tim.hosken@joriside.co.uk 
www.joriside.com 
 
Joseph Ash Galvanizing
The Alcora Building 2, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, 
Worcestershire, B62 8DG 
0121 504 2560 
stevenh@josephash.co.uk 
www.josephash.co.uk 
 
Kingspan Insulated Panels Ltd
Greenfield Business Park 2, Greenfield, Holywell, 
Flintshire, CH8 7G
01352 716 195 
paul.grimshaw@kingspan.com 
www.kingspanpanels.co.uk 
 
Lion Trading GB Ltd
Unit 1, Bloomhill Road, Moorends, Doncaster, 
Yorkshire, DN8 4SP 
01405 812 285 
john@lion-trading.co.uk 
www.lion-trading.co.uk 
 
Marley Eternit Ltd
Lichfield Road, Branston, Burton on Trent, 
Staffordshire, DE14 3HD 
01283 722 500 
adambotterill@marleyeternit.co.uk 
www.marleyeternit.co.uk

MDS Industries Ltd
Booth Street, Smethwick, Birmingham, B66 2PF
0121 565 0022
ralph@mdsind.co.uk
www.mdsind.co.uk
 
Pro Net GB Ltd
Unit 1, Bloomhill Road, Thorne Moorends, 
Doncaster, DN8 4SP 
01405 817557 
ian@pronetgbltd.co.uk 
www.pronetgbltd.co.uk
 
RNT Tanks & Silos Ltd
Unit 8 Drove Road, Gamlingay, Sandy, 
Bedfordshire, SG19 2HX 
01767 654 916 
ashley.gurney@rnttanks.com 
www.rnttanks.com 
 
StruMIS Ltd
Truro House, Derby, Derbyshire, DE21 6LY
01332 545 800 
j.hardy@strumis.com 
www.strumis.com 
 
Tata Steel
Shotton Works, Deeside, Flintshire, CH5 2NH 
01244 892 303 
ian.clarke@tatasteel.com 
www.tatasteelconstruction.com 
 
Thomas Panels & Profiles Ltd
Unit 5, Southern Avenue, Leominster, Hereford, 
Herefordshire, HR6 0QF 
01568 610 000 
george@panelsandprofiles.co.uk 
www.panelsandprofiles.co.uk 
 
United Roofing Products
Longbridge Meadow Industrial Estate, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 1BT
01884 839 302
lukeevans@unitedroofingproducts.com 
www.unitedroofingproducts.com 
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Wedge Group Galvanizing Ltd
Stafford Street, Willenhall, West Midlands,  
WV13 1RZ 
01902 600 704 
Claire.Jones@wedge-galv.co.uk 
www.wedge-galv.co.uk

Contractor Members

Companies that work on site, 
groundworkers, steel erectors, 
cladders and general contractors

Curtis Engineering Frome Ltd
Curtis House, Manor Road, Marston Trading 
Estate, Frome, Somerset, BA11 4BH
01373 462 126 
sales@curtisengineering.co.uk 
www.curtisengineering.co.uk

Dormar Fabrications (Bilston) Ltd
Jubilee House, Halesfield 2, Telford, Shropshire, 
TF7 4QH 
01952 585 736 
kshepherd5@btinternet.com

Industrial Building Solutions
64 Azura Close, Woolbridge Industrial Park, 
Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 6SZ
01202 822 337
info@indbs.co.uk
www.indbs.co.uk

J.D. Richmond and Son Ltd
46, Parsonage Road, Horsham, West Sussex,  
RH12 4AN 
01403 266 124 
richmond.46@btinternet.com

JA & CJ Martin Ltd
Campanile, Dippertown, Okehampton, Devon, 
EX20 4PT 
07810 124291 
james.martin19@btinternet.com

John Edwards
Beudy Singrig, Rhydymain, Dolgellau, Gwynedd, 
LL40 2BP 
01341 450 688 
cefnbraich@aol.com

Key Projects Ltd
Woodlea Cottage, Clehonger, Hereford, 
Herefordshire, HR2 9TP 
01981 250 342 
info@keyprojects.org 
www.keyprojects.org

Leith Hill Plant Ltd
Oakwood Mill Farm, Stane Street, Ockley, Dorking, 
Surrey, RH5 5LX 
01306 628 412 
info@lhpl.co.uk, www.lhpl.co.uk

P. Phillips Contractors Ltd
Bumble Cottage, 6 Hilltop, Tillington, Petworth, 
West Sussex, GU28 9AQ 
01798 343 392 
pphillipscontractorsltd@gmail.com 
www.ppcontractorsltd.co.uk

Re-Cladding UK Ltd
Works, Unit 4, Building 9, Preese Hall Farm  
Weeton, Near Kirkham, Lancashire, PR4 3HT 
07980 897 000 
sales@recladdinguk.com 
www.recladdinguk.co.uk

Redwing Structures (Marlow) Ltd
Willow Cottage, Spurgrove Lane, Frieth, Oxon, 
RG9 6PA
01494 880857 
david@redwingmarlow.co.uk 
www.redwingmarlow.co.uk

Scotts of Whittington Ltd
Great Whittington, Tyne and Wear, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE19 2HP
01434 672 288 
office@scottsofwhittington.co.uk

Sharp & Strong Ltd
22 Beech Close, Watlington, Oxon, OX49 5LL 
0800 328 5247 
info@sharpandstrong.com 
www.sharpandstrong.co.uk 

Southcon (Kingstone) Ltd
Gooses Foot Business Park, Kingstone, Hereford, 
Herefordshire, HR2 9HY 
01981 251 251 
sales@southconkingstone.co.uk 
www.southconkingstone.co.uk

Steel Build Masters Ltd
Pig Lane, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire,  
CM22 7PA 
0800 368 9100 
sales@steelbuildmasters.co.uk 
www.steelbuildmasters.co.uk

T & M Buildings Ltd
16 Town Park, Torrington, Devon, EX38 7AQ
01805 623 555 
tim.tandmbuildings@gmail.com
www.tandmbuildings-devon.co.uk

Affiliate Members

Individuals or companies that are 
allied to the rural and industrial 
design and building industry, most 
likely offering a consultancy service

A.C.P. (Concrete) Ltd
Wood Lane Business Centre, Uttoxeter, 
Staffordshire, ST14 8JP
01889 598 660
sales@acp-concrete.co.uk
www.acp-concrete.co.uk

Balfours
New Windsor House, Oxon Business Park, 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY3 5HJ
01743 241 181
enquiries@balfours.co.uk
www.balfours.co.uk

Blue Dice Solutions Ltd
Denham Marina, 100 Acres, Sanderson Road, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 1NB
07877 092 117
dpayne@bluedicesolutions.co.uk
www.bluedicesolutions.co.uk

Bolesworth Estate Company Ltd
The Estate Office, Bolesworth Castle, 
Bolesworth Road, Tattenhall, Chester, 
Cheshire, CH3 9HQ
01829 782 210
info@bolesworth.co.uk
www.bolesworth.co.uk

Carter Jonas
82 Micklegate, York, Yorkshire, YO1 6LF
01904 558207
laura.graham@carterjonas.co.uk

Cow Plan Ltd
Rayens Close House, Long Ashton, Bristol, 
BS41 9HL
07751 050158
ivor@cowplan.com
www.cowplan.com

De Boer Housing Systems Ltd
An Tyak, Gonvena Hill, Wadebridge, Cornwall, 
PL27 6DH
01208 816 773
info@deboerhousing.com
www.deboerhousing.com

Fisher German Chartered Surveyors
The Estates Office, Norman Court, 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicester, Leicestershire, 
LE65 2UZ
01530 412 821
andrew.jackson@fishergerman.co.uk
www.fishergerman.co.uk

G.E. Baker (UK) Ltd
Heath Road, Woolpit, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, 
IP30 9RN
01359 240 529
baker@quality-equipment.co.uk
www.quality-equipment.co.uk

Halifax Estates Management Co.
Estate Office, Bugthorpe, York, Yorkshire, 
YO4 1QG
01759 368 219
dlord@halifaxestates.co.uk
 
Promar International Ltd
Hill View, 63 Wells Road, Glastonbury, Somerset, 
BA6 9BY
07971 119034
paul.henman@genusplc.com
www.promar-international.com

Savills (UK) Ltd
Olympic House, Doddington Road, Lincoln, 
Lincolnshire, LN6 3SE
01522 508 970
dmorris@savills.com
www.savills.com

Savills (UK) Ltd
28 Castle Street, Dumfries, DG1 1DG
01387 263 066
rhenderson@savills.com
www.savills.com

Shand Building Design Ltd
The Grieves House, Schivas, Ythanbank, Ellon, 
Aberdeenshire, AB41 7TN
01358 761 377
douglas@sbdLtd.co.uk
www.sbdLtd.co.uk

Singleton & Co.
31 Cadley, Marlborough, Wiltshire, SN8 4NE
01672 514 241
guy.singleton@singletonandco.co.uk

Slyne Consulting Ltd
The Office, Tiverton, Lancaster Road, Slyne, 
Lancaster, LA2 6AL
01524 935085
info@slyneconsulting.co.uk

Stephenson & Son
York Auction Centre, Murton, York, Yorkshire, 
YO19 5GF
01904 489 731
wrs@stephenson.co.uk
www.stephenson.co.uk

The Bathurst Estate
Estate Office, Cirencester Park, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire, GL7 2BU
01285 707663
edward.allsop@bathurstestate.co.uk

Trustees of Chatsworth Settlement  
(Yorkshire Estate)
Estate Office, Bolton Abbey, Skipton, Yorkshire, 
BD23 6EX
01756 710 227
estateoffice@boltonabbey.com

Woolhanger Farming Partnership
Woolhanger Farm, Barnstaple, Devon, EX31 4RF
01598 763309 
gmellstrom@glengrp.co.uk

Honorary Members

Andrew Cooke
Alastair Hardwick
Tony Hutchinson
Malcolm James
Clive Mander
Chris Pearce
Jim Loynes

18 ridba.org.uk    The Premier Rural and Industrial Building Magazine



Concessionary Members

Peter Blackwell
Arthur Brazel
David Calverley
Peter Hardwill
Alan Hayes
Roger Henderson
Nicholas Parry
G B Tatman
David Wood
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SHAPING THE FUTURE IN METAL

Making project planning and 
specifying easier than before

Our UltraZEDTM purlin and side rail 
system features a host of refinements 
designed to make life easier for structural 
engineers and fabricators responsible 
for roofing and side cladding projects. 
Key benefits include greater load bearing 
capacity, enhanced air permeability within 
a building and significant advances in 
sustainability too.

UltraZEDTM is easily selected via our 
new DesignSuite Pro software. Intuitive, 
customisable and boasting a wealth of 
innovative features, DesignSuite Pro  
makes project planning and specifying  
easier than ever before.

www.hadleygroup.com

• Steel frame manufacturers are compliant with CE marking
• Comply with our Code of Practice to ensure high standards
• Forefront of technical expertise with access to a dedicated 

technical consultant
• Provide their clients with professional and clear advice
• Hold employers and public liability insurance, demonstrable 

financial stability and proven trading record
• Committed to working to health and safety in accordance 

with relevant industry standards

Why Choose a RIDBA Member?



Purlins and Cladding Rails Form an Essential Part of 
Agricultural Buildings 

Technical Update
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Image courtesy of S & A Fabrications

Sandwiched between the structural frame 
and the building envelope lies a layer of 
secondary structure whose importance is 
sometimes overlooked. On the roof these 
members are known as purlins, while on 
the walls they are referred to as cladding 
rails, but their functions are the same in 
both cases. Firstly, they transfer the loading 
from the cladding to the primary structure. 
Secondly, they provide restraint to the 
rafters and columns, preventing them from 
buckling. They may be steel or timber, but 
the issues for the building designer are 
similar, as discussed in this article.

Loading on purlins and rails
Purlins and rails transfer all of the loading 
applied to the building envelope through 
to the primary structural frame and must, 
therefore, be designed for the same load 
combinations as the rest of the structure. 
For purlins, these combinations may include 
the weight of the cladding, an imposed 
load to allow for maintenance access, 
snow (including drifts), wind (positive and 
negative) and, on many modern farm 
buildings, photovoltaic (pv) panels for 
energy generation. The loading on the 
cladding rails is somewhat simpler as it 
normally only comprises wind loads acting 
perpendicular (positive and negative 
pressure) and the weight of the cladding 
acting vertically downwards. In all cases, 
the loading should be calculated using 
the appropriate parts of BS EN 1991, with 
reduction factors from BS 5502-22:2013 
where appropriate, and added together in 
the most onerous combinations following 
the recommendations of BS EN 1990.
The other source of loading on purlins 
is the restraining force applied to the 

rafters and columns to prevent them from 
buckling. While these forces are not usually 
considered explicitly when checking the 
purlins and rails (i.e. values of the restraining 
force are rarely calculated), it is important to 
remember that these forces exist, especially 
when detailing the connections between the 
purlins and rafters (or rails and columns). 
As a rule of thumb, the restraining force 
may be taken as 1% of the force in the 
compression flange being restrained.

Choice of material
It is often said that purlins used in 
agricultural buildings are timber while those 
used in industrial buildings are galvanised 
light gauge steel, but this has more to do 
with tradition and habit than any technical 

reason. Indeed, over the water in Ireland, 
steel purlins are a common sight in 
agricultural buildings and seem to perform 
perfectly adequately. In reality, there are 
pros and cons of both materials and the 
building designer needs to consider these 
before reaching a decision. The issues to 
consider include:
1. Spanning capability – Timber purlins 
work very well for smaller frame spacing 
(<5m), but can struggle for longer spans, 
especially in areas of high wind and snow 
load. By contrast, light gauge steel purlins 
are ideally suited for spans of 6m or 
over and are regularly used to span 8m 
in industrial applications. Steel purlins 
may also be sleeved together to provide 
continuity over their supports, thereby 
increasing their load carrying capacity.

Martin Heywood 
RIDBA Technical Consultant
Dr Martin Heywood, a specialist in the 
structural engineering of agricultural 
and industrial type steel framed 
buildings, is the technical consultant 
for RIDBA members.
Members have unlimited access to 
technical advice and guidance on a 
wide range of structural design issues 
and advice on wind and snow loading, 
as well as design-related aspects of 
the CE marking process.
Martin represents RIDBA on the B/549 
committee and the sector on B/525/1 
and CB/203.
Contact Martin at  
technical@ridba.org.uk 



2. Rafter/column restraint – Portal frames 
rely on the purlins and cladding rails to 
provide restraint against lateral-torsional 
buckling. All types of purlins and rails will 
provide some lateral restraint, but this is 
generally limited by their connection to 
the rafters or columns. More problematic 
is the need to provide torsional restraint 
in locations where there is no direct 
connection to the compression flange of the 
rafter or column. There are commonly-used 
means of achieving this (see below), but 
the effectiveness of the restraint depends 
on the detail. The restraint requirements 
are particularly onerous where the frames 
have been designed plastically (i.e. plastic 
hinges are permitted in the members 
before ultimate failure). This method of 
design has been proven with steel purlins 
and rails and has been used for many years 
in industrial buildings, but there is little 
available evidence to support the use of 
timber purlins in this situation (historically 
agricultural frames have been designed 
elastically). For this reason, steel purlins 
should always be used with plastically 
designed portal frames.
3. Durability – The primary argument 
against the use of steel purlins in 
agricultural buildings is corrosion due to 
condensation arising from moisture within 
the building. Agricultural buildings are 
generally more aggressive environments 
internally than industrial buildings, but the 
corrosion risk is dependent on a number 
of factors and should be considered on a 
case-by-case basis. Above all, all buildings, 
whether used for crops or livestock, should 
be adequately ventilated and this will go 
a long way to removing the condensation 
problem. Another potential problem is 
the occurrence of dirt traps within light 
gauge steel purlins due to the use of lipped 
sections.   

Choice of section
The size of purlin/rail section should be 
selected to suit their span, spacing and 
applied loading. Account should be taken 
of the bending resistance of the member 
at the Ultimate Limit State, including 
buckling under wind uplift/suction, and 
deflection at the Serviceability Limit State. 
For timber purlins, account should also 
be taken of long term deflection (creep) 
under the action of permanent or semi-
permanent loading. Where calculations 
are undertaken by an engineer, they 
should be to the appropriate Eurocode (EN 
1993 for steel and EN 1995 for timber). In 
practice, steel purlins are normally selected 
using manufacturers’ load span tables or 
software. Zed sections are generally used 
for purlins, while C-sections are common for 
cladding rails. Sigma sections work well for 
both applications.
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It is important to note that purlins and 
rails spanning between portal frames are 
susceptible to lateral-torsional buckling 
unless adequately restrained. This restraint 
is normally provided by the cladding. 
Building designers must ensure that their 
chosen cladding and its fixings are capable 
of providing this restraint. If in doubt, they 
should seek guidance from the cladding 
and/or purlin manufacturer. 

Connections and detailing
The design of the connections between 
the secondary members and frames and 
the associated detailing is probably as 
important as the sizing of the members. 
There are two key issues to consider:
1. Purlin/rail cleats – The purlins and rails 
are connected to the supporting structure 
by cleats, normally manufactured from 
steel angles and either welded or bolted 
to the rafters or columns. The cleats and 
their bolts transfer the load to the frame, 
hold the purlin/rail in position and prevent 
it from twisting. In the case of light gauge 
steel purlins/rails, it is essential that all of the 
force is transferred into the cleat through 
its web in order to prevent crushing of the 
section. For this reason, there should always 
be a gap between the purlin and the rafter 
flange.   
2. Rafter/column stays - When the purlin 
is connected to the tension flange of 
the rafter, but the rafter design calls for 
compression flange restraint, a suitable 
torsional restraint must be provided to 
prevent twisting of the rafter. A typical  

detail is the knee brace or rafter stay as 
shown below. 

Construction issues
The purlins are normally installed at the 
same time as the erection of the portal 
frames as they provide stability to the 
frames during construction. If this is not the 
case, temporary struts should be used for 
this purpose. The purlins should be installed 
from the ground using appropriate mobile 
access platforms. As noted above, the 
cladding provides restraint to the purlins in 
service, but prior to the installation of the 
cladding the purlins will be unrestrained 
and should be treated with care. To avoid 
damaging the purlins, packs of cladding 
materials must only be placed over the 
rafters and the unrestrained purlins must 
not be walked upon. It is good practice to 
install the cladding from the rafters into the 
span of the purlin, fixing the sheets as they 
are laid.

Conclusions
The purlins and rails form an essential part 
of any agricultural building by supporting the 
cladding and restraining the frames. Timber 
or steel purlins may be used; the choice 
will depend on the required span, frame 
design method and internal environment. 
Whichever material is chosen, the correct 
sizing, detailing and installation are essential.

For further information contact:
Dr Martin Heywood, Technical@ridba.org.uk
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A new biomass facility, and timber 
storage buildings, have been constructed 
to supply efficient energy to a large 
poultry farm in Gloucestershire. All 
the roofs and some vertical details 
have been clad with 700m2 of EUROSIX 
fibre cement sheeting and coloured 
anthracite. This was supplied from 
Briarwood’s extensive stockholding 
of roofing and associated cladding 
materials. 
The new biomass boiler uses virgin 
timber products as an energy source, 
providing a thermal output of 0.940 
MWth, which manages the heating of 
four poultry buildings, housing over 
360,000 boilers. Timber and wood chip 
raw materials, along with the machinery 
equipment inside the new building, 
can lead to high moisture content and 
an ‘aggressive’ atmosphere. EUROSIX 
fibre cement sheeting was specified 
to provide a sound resolution to 
these potential issues. EUROSIX offers 
natural vapour permeability, leading to 
increased ventilation and reduction in 
condensation issues, plus fibre cement is 
not affected by rust or chemical attack.
The EUROSIX range of fibre cement 
sheets, fittings and accessories provides 
the opportunity to use a first-class roof 
sheeting product, without having to 
restrict or compromise the construction 
of a building. Briarwood Products can 
offer you the largest stock range of all 
fibre cement sheeting products in the UK 
for efficient delivery at short notice. 
The full product range and services 
available from Briarwood can be found 
at www.briarwoodproducts.co.uk. 

New Biomass 
Facility Topped 
Off with EUROSIX  
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Shufflebottom Manufacture & Construct New Cattle Housing 
Spittal Cross Farm at Spittal, near 
Haverfordwest in Pembrokeshire, is a 
vote of confidence in the future of British 
dairying. 
A commercial herd of 600 milkers is being 
housed over winter in a new free-stall barn 
in a complex including, a 60-point rotary 
parlour from the Irish company Dairymaster, 
and a covered strawed yard for any cattle 
needing extra care. 
The complex, featuring three spanned 
buildings, and two lean-tos, received 
planning permission in June 2017. Work 
on the site – separated only by a lane from 
the existing farm buildings – started in July, 
and was sufficiently finished for milking in 
the new parlour to start on 21 December 
2017. The buildings cover one hectare and 
represent investment intended to develop 
the business for Nigel and Sue Evans’ son 
Steven, and student grandson Josh. 
Civil engineering and construction company 
Evan Pritchard Contractors Ltd based at 
Withybush, Haverfordwest, managed the 
project, and West Wales firm Shufflebottom 
of Cross Hands, Llanelli, manufactured and 
constructed the cattle housing.
The specification includes Marley Eternit 
‘Profile 6’ fibre-cement roof cladding sheets 
with open ridges covered in mesh to prevent 
birds entering. Nigel Evans explains, “This 
roof cladding deflects heat away in the 
summer and insulates from cold in the 
winter. We have 16mm to 20mm gaps 
between the sheets to increase airflow. 
Last week was extremely cold with strong 
winds from the east, but the cattle were fine. 
They are better adapted to cool climates 
than to hot humid ones – when it’s very 
warm outside, that’s when they can become 
uncomfortable.” If the coming summers in 
Pembrokeshire are sunny, then the roof 
cladding’s protection from thermal gain will 
come into its own. The cladding, which has 
a typical life of 50 years, also absorbs up 

to 25% of its dry weight in moisture, thus 
condensation is minimised. In addition, the 
maximum number of roof lights let daylight 
stream through.

The galvanised Shufflebottom frame for the 
cattle housing has Highlight side cladding of 
perforated coated pre-galvanised steel coil, 
allowing air to pass through, but keeping 
birds out. Concrete panels 95mm thick and 
1.5 metres high, line the perimeter. “The 
buildings are designed to be badger-proof,” 
said Mr Evans. “TB in badgers is endemic 
here in Pembrokeshire and we do all we can 
to prevent them from infecting cattle.” The 
Welsh Government had a trial of badger 
vaccination in Pembrokeshire, but it was 
suspended in December 2015 because of a 
global shortage of vaccine. 
Expansion of the milking herd at Spittal 
Cross, from 250 to 600, has reached 520 
with the help of 210 heifers purchased 
from the Netherlands in 2017. “Solids are 
the focus of our breeding policy,” said Mr 
Evans. “For that reason we have several 
breeds represented (apart from British 
Friesians), including Jersey, Brown Swiss and 
Shorthorn, to raise the percentage of milk 
solids. We average just over 7,000 litres per 
cow, with butterfat nudging 5% and protein 

level of 4%. Solids are important because 
we have a cheese contract with Tesco. 
Our milk goes to the First Milk creamery in 
Haverfordwest, where it goes into Cheddar, 
Red Leicester and Double Gloucester sold 
under the Pembrokeshire label.“  First Milk 
is a farmer-owned co-operative, of which Mr 
Evans is a recent vice-chair. 
The operational benefits of the new complex 
are already appearing. Cow numbers have 
more than doubled, but the increase in the 
labour force is just one. The 800-acre farm 
(300 acres at Spittal Cross and 500 rented 
acres in the locality) is run by Nigel, Sue and 
Steven with the help of Stephen Davies and 
Sam Heggie, and Josh, currently part-time. 
Sue deals with all health and safety matters, 
administration including animal movement 
regulations, and is in charge of calf rearing. 
Cattle in the complex are quiet, relaxed 
and comfortable, benefitting from the airy 
surroundings and the acoustic insulation 
provided by the roofing sheets.
The old farm buildings now house the 
young stock, which were formerly four 
miles away, making management simpler. 
Future enhancements are likely to include 
anaerobic digestion of slurry to generate 
electricity, and solar panels on south-facing 
12-degree roof slopes. “We couldn’t do 
that on the old buildings,” said Mr Evans, 
“because the roofs faced the wrong way.” 
In 1927, his grandfather took the tenancy of 
Spittal Cross Farm, then under 40 acres. The 
home farm acreage has expanded almost 
eight-fold, cattle numbers much more. The 
Evans family expect the latest investment to 
have paid for itself within 30 years, by which 
time grandson Josh’s generation should be 
in charge. 

For structural steelwork and strong  
steel-framed buildings, visit:  
www.shufflebottom.co.uk 

Highlight side cladding lets air in and out but prevents 
bird entry. A roller door was about to be fitted, and 
when closed should make the building bird-proof.
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Nigel Evans explaining how the 
dairy management system works. 
A one-metre strip under the silage 
is coated with epoxy resin to 
prevent build-up of contaminants.

New barn at Spittal Cross Farm showing the air gaps between the Marley Eternit 
roofing sheets, the roof lights, and Highlight side cladding. A robot to push silage 
towards the cattle as they munch will be trialled in the feeding passage.



The ‘Effective Ventilation Design for Livestock Buildings’ e-book from 
Marley Eternit states that nearly half of the livestock buildings in the 
UK lack adequate ventilation, essential to the five animal freedoms 
for animal welfare. In a recent survey by Marley Eternit, nearly 55% 
of agricultural producers in the UK were using buildings for livestock 
production. 
The five freedoms: freedom from hunger and thirst; freedom from 
discomfort; freedom from pain, injury and disease; freedom to 
express normal behaviour; and freedom from fear and distress, 
require effective building structure while maintaining animal welfare 
standards in housed conditions. 
“Ventilation is one of the main components in creating the right 
building environment for healthy livestock,” says Rebecca Ball, 
Agricultural Buildings Marketing Manager for Marley Eternit. “Humid 
housing conditions due to inadequate air flow can lead to damp 
bedding, which can become a breeding ground for bacteria, disease 
and lameness.” 

E-Book Topics Include: 
Roof Design
To create a chimney-like effect inside livestock buildings to draw out 
stale, moist air, roof pitches need to be 17 to 22 degrees. This also 
helps protect buildings from solar gains, which can lead to significant 
temperature variances.  
Roof outlet design is also important for not only ventilation and 
condensation reduction, but also to safeguard against rain ingress. 
While there are multiple outlet designs utilised by the industry, such 
designs like cranked ridges or ventilating cranked crowns are not 
recommended, due to compromised ventilation. 
“When looking for an outlook design that provides protection against 
rain entrance while not compromising air flow, open ridge designs 

are the best option – venting up to three times more air than cranked 
ridge designs,” says Rebecca.  

Building Materials 
While the use of metal roofing material may seem like a cheaper 
option up front, its short life span and inability to provide a healthy 
building environment for housed livestock, has the potential to 
burden livestock producers with substantial long-term hidden costs.
“The biggest animal welfare issues found in livestock buildings with 
metal roofs are high humidity levels due to roof condensation and 
livestock stress caused by excess noise. When warm, moist air hits the 
underside of a cold metal roof, it can create enough condensation to 
drip water onto livestock and bedding like rain – completely defeating 
the purpose of providing livestock with protection,” says Rebecca.
However, roofing materials such as fibre cement can absorb up to 
25% of its own weight in moisture, which then dissipates in warmer 
and drier conditions – mitigating condensation concerns in livestock 
buildings. Noise reduction is also another benefit of fibre cement 
when comparing it to metal roofing, deadening rain noise and 
reducing reverberation, which can cause production loss in cattle 
induced by stress. 

Sign up for access to the free e-book: marleyeternit.co.uk/agri-
ventilation-e-book
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             MDS INDUSTRIES A LEADING SUPPLIER TO THE STEEL FRAMED BUSINESS SECTOR  

TYPE OF DOOR SIZE PRICE  

             Hand Chain  
           Roller Shutter 

3000mm  x 3000mm  £745.00 + Vat 

              Steel Doors  
               Personnel 
                      & 
                 Fire Exit 

900mm x 2100mm  
OR 

1000mm x 2100mm  

£350.00 + Vat 

         Industrial - Electric  
             Roller Shutter 

3000mm x 3000mm £821.00 + Vat  

      Insulated Hand Chain   
            Roller Shutter                  

3000mm x 3000mm  £990.00 + Vat 

The Above Costs Are Based On Supply Only - MDS Also Offer 
A Supply & Installation Service  

**All Doors Are Class 5 Wind Tested** 
 For Your Free Quotation Please Contact 0121 565 0022  
     OR  
    Email Gemma@mdsind.co.uk  



Lockerbie based construction and 
manufacturing specialists Robinsons, have 
launched a new Architectural division as the 
family run business continues to expand 
and diversify.
The company has always offered its 
customers an in house design service; but 
now for the first time, those expert services 
are being opened up to the public. 
The new venture is a natural progression 
for the firm, which already boasts divisions 
including their Structural Steelwork and 
Cladding division, Agricultural division and 
their Principal Contracting division. 
The new Architectural division comprises  
of a three strong team, who all bring a 
wealth of skills to the table. The team will  
be able to assist in a wide range of 
Architectural and building related matters, 
including: obtaining planning permissions, 
building warrant applications, structural 
engineering certification, site surveys, 
locations and plans. 
Headed up by Design Manager, Andrew 
Robb, he explained that, “Anyone can 
contact us and we’ll be delighted to speak 
to them about their planning and building 
application needs. We’ll cover all aspects 
from domestic to industrial to agricultural 
projects. You don’t need to buy a building 
from Robinsons to take advantage of our 
expert knowledge and that is something 
new which we are really excited about. It is a 
great alternative and I think people will want 
to engage with us. I’m very passionate about 
what we do and the fact that we will be able 
to do a good job for our customers. I would 
say that the market is very competitive 
in terms of design services but, the 
sustainability and value for money that we 
offer is critical.”
Andrew, is joined by Senior Technician 
Alistair Gowan, who has around 20 years’ 
experience in dealing with planning 
applications and building warrants,  

covering various types of buildings.  
Andrew stated that Alistair has brought  
a “huge wealth of knowledge” to the 
business and there isn’t much about the  
ins and outs of the UK planning systems  
that he doesn’t know.
The third member of the team is Junior 
Technician Jordan Graham, described by 
Andrew as “very enthusiastic, ambitious 
and a quick learner.” Jordan brings the team 
a great deal of experience in the latest 3D 
building software and he is excited to be 
able to use this within the new division to 
help our clients visualise their ideas and 
bring them to life.
Referring to the decision to appoint Jordan 
as Junior Technician, Andrew highlighted 
the importance to the business – and the 
construction sector generally – of providing 
opportunities for young people to break into 
the industry.
“There is so much investment required in 
people coming into the industry in terms 
of training, passing on our knowledge and 
giving them the opportunities to become the 
construction industry leaders of the future. 
All these things are available at Robinsons, 
which I’ve been very impressed to see in the 
past eight months.”
“One of the things we are really keen to 
progress is creating a school engagement 
programme; we are planning to go out to 
career days for example and really try to 
engage young people in the industry. We 
feel that it is important to give back and 
explain the different roles that are available 
in construction, the benefits, and also to 
ensure that we can use our passion for the 
industry to engage young minds and help 
them start their careers.”
“We are also currently doing some pro bono 
work to create a storage solution for prams 
and buggies at a local baby and toddler 
group. It is very important for us to give back 
to the local community.”

Marketing Manager, Emma Porteous, 
said the decision to introduce a dedicated 
Architectural division means that the 
company can now offer the “full package”  
of services to their clients. 
 “We now work in a whole host of areas 
we didn’t work in before. We can cover a 
wealth of buildings: commercial, residential, 
industrial, retail, agricultural. We’re not only 
focused on manufacturing and construction; 
customers, who aren’t necessarily coming 
to us for the full package still know that 
they are coming to a company that has the 
expert knowledge of all elements and we 
can cover all the bases.”
Emma added that Robinsons’ expansion 
plans currently include expanding its 
Lockerbie headquarters. “We’ve got 10 acres 
of designated industrial development land 
that we can use behind our current yard and 
Ryan and Jim our directors have some really 
exciting plans for this space.” 
“We’ll be redeveloping the look of the area to 
make it more visible to customers coming in, 
and redeveloping the car park to make way 
for more visitors to our site. We’re hoping 
to do some big open days in the summer 
to get the local people involved and family 
days where we can get local young people 
in to educate them on what we do and try to 
spark an early interest in joining our team.”
“We’ve become an important local employer. 
We want to let people know what’s available 
here, young people tend to think they 
need to go to a big city for all their career 
progression opportunities. Letting young 
people know they can stay here and have 
an amazing career right on their doorstep is 
very important to us and giving back to our 
local communities.”  

For more information contact  
Emma Porteous on  
01576 205 905 or emma@rbscotland.com. 
www.rbscotland.co.uk

Robinsons Launch a New Architectural Division 
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Robinsons Scotland - Building Your Future
 

At Robinsons we supply a full range of manufacturing and construction services to meet all your project 
requirements. We are a family owned business based in Lockerbie, Scotland and work throughout the UK delivering 
comprehensive solutions for our customers. Contact our team today for more information on any of our services. 

Tel: 01576 205 905
sales@rbscotland.com
www.rbscotland.com

Steelwork & Cladding Principal Contractor Agricultural

Architectural Plant Hire FarmFit

T: 0844 249 5351   |   E: info@BuildUK.org   |   W: BuildUK.org   |   @BuildUK

Delivering Change
One organisation providing a strong collective voice offering influential and 
dynamic leadership, creating the conditions for supply chains to thrive and 
improving the delivery of construction projects for the benefit of the UK economy.

Build UK will:
  Provide leadership for a vibrant and 
diverse industry
  Demonstrate the importance of 
construction to the UK
 Improve the image of the industry

  Enable the right skills in the right place at 
the right time
  Facilitate collaboration within the 
supply chain
 Develop and implement best practice



Telephone:
01934 641 446
Fax:
01278 785691

“Whatever the need, we got you covered”

briarwoodproducts.co.uk

NATIONWIDE

DELIVERY

FIBRE CEMENT 
PROFILED 
SHEETS AND 
ACCESSORIES

We have the largest stock with 
the widest range of fibre cement 
roofing products and accessories 
anywhere in the UK. We pride 
ourselves on offering the best 
service available, from first 

contact right through to after 
sales assistance. Our products 
pass rigorous testing to ensure 
our customers have the highest 
quality items, delivered to site by 
our own transport fleet.

Briarwood Products
Briarwood Business Park, 
Commerce Way, Walrow Industrial 
Estate Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4AG
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