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The Construction Dust Partnership Group.
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Is DUST really an issue?
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HSE stats for 2015/16

• Fatalities in construction – due 

to safety issues? • 43

• Deaths in construction – due to 

exposure to Silica ? • 700+

• Occupational Cancer 

registrations in construction ? • 5,400

www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/tables/index.htm 

An average of 13 

people per week
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1 in 10 will get this for Christmas
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Construction Dusts.

• CDP focus on ALL construction 

dusts

– Respirable Crystalline Silica 

(RCS)
• Brick

• Concrete

– Inhalable and Respirable 

wood dust.
• Hard woods

• Soft Wood

• MDF

– Inhalable and Respirable 

“other” dusts.
• Cement & Gypsum
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Silica Content in materials

• Brick.

– up to 30% content

• Concrete, Cement, Mortar.

– 25% to 70% content 

• Granite.

– Up to 30% content

• Quartz.

– Up to 70% content

• Slate.

– Up to 40% content
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Health risks

Wood Dust

Silica Dust

Asbestos

Welding fumes

Spray dust

Inhalable

Diseases:-

Acne

Dermatitis

Skin Cancer

Nasal Cancer

Respirable

Diseases: -

Asthma

Asbestosis

Cancer

Silicosis

COPD

(Chronic Obstructive 

Pulmonary Disease)
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Now ask what health issue….
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Dust exposure

Maintenance 
and cleaning

Cutting

Sanding

Grinding

Drilling

Sweeping

Breaking
Cutting

High risk activities….
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Dust……. What dust!!!
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Dust…. Its not always what you see.
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Volume of Dust per hour operation.

Configuration Dust exposure

Electric wall chaser w/o extractor 15.4kg/h
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Volume of Dust per hour operation.

Configuration Dust exposure

Electric wall chaser w/o extractor 15.4kg/h
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HSE exposure measurements…..

Without control With control
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Controls

Capture Device Electric power toolAccessory Dust extractor

1 2 3 4

On Tool Extraction system

A system consists of several interacting parts

Think carefully when choosing each components
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1. Accessory
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2. Capture Devices

Most important part. Can be designed in or retro-fitted.   
Check it:-
• Is designed for the tool and the work being done. 
• Sits as close as possible to the work surface when in use. 
• Is easy to use and does not interfere with the work 

unnecessarily
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3. Tool choiceMany tools are now supplied with extraction ports as standard. Ensure 
when choosing a tool, extraction systems are available.

3. On tool extraction
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4. Choosing On-Tool Extraction

“HEPA” Filter

Or 

“M or H” Class 

System
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4. Choosing On-Tool Extraction
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Effective Systems – M or H Class system

Configuration Dust exposure

Electric wall chaser w/o extractor 15.4kg/h
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Effective Systems – H or M Class

Configuration Dust exposure

Electric wall chaser w/o extractor

Electric wall chaser with “H or M” 

class extractor

15.4kg/h

0.22 kg/h
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Financial cost of non compliance.

A. £   124.00

B. £   500.00

C. £1,000.00

D. £2,000.00

E. £2,500.00

F. £7,750.00
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Guidance – CIS36, 69 & 54
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Effective controls – Disc cutter
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Effective controls – Wood working
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Hierarchy of Controls

Elimination Engineering Administration PPESubstitution
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RPE - Fit Test vs Fit Check

RPE  - Fit test vs Fit check.

It is right for the hazard and reduces 

exposure to the level required to 

protect the wearer’s health

ADEQUATE

It is right for the wearer, task and environment, 
such that the wearer can work freely and without 

additional risks due to the RPE

SUITABLE
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CDP Resources.

Tool Box Talks

Guidance

Media downloads

Site Posters

FAQ’s

Case Studies
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Its not rocket science……………

If its on you …. 
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Its not rocket science……………

why take the hazard 

home?

If its on you …. 
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We all have a responsibility

Together we can make changes.

For further support please visit :- www.citb.co.uk/cdp


