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Picking up where 2021 left off, it’s certainly been a 
busy start to 2022 for RIDBA and I hope this first 
Journal of the year finds you well.
As I write, we’re just a matter of weeks away 
from a very exciting event in the RIDBA calendar 
- the association’s Industry Day! After several 
postponements it will finally take place on April 
21, and we’re looking forward to seeing lots of 
members for a day of learning and networking  
at the Abbey Hotel, in Malvern. There’s still  
time to book your tickets; just head to  
www.ridba.org.uk. 
I’d like to take this chance to thank our headline 
sponsor Briarwood, as well as Ayrshire Metals, 
Joseph Ash Galvanizing, Kingspan, STRUMIS and 
Citation. Read more about the Industry Day on 
page 5.
Elsewhere, RIDBA recently announced a new 
partnership with CHAS, the Contractors Health 
and Safety Assessment Scheme, bringing 
members up to 20% off CHAS accreditation. This 
is great news for members and we’re thrilled to 
be able to offer yet another way of saving money! 
You can read more on page 4.
It was good to get out and about in February and 
pay a visit to AJN Steelstock in Newmarket. My 
thanks to the team there for hosting my colleague 
Sam and I, and for showing us around.
We’ve got another event to look forward to with 
RIDBA hosting its latest Responsible Welding 
Coordinator course on May 12-13. The training 
is kindly being hosted by RIDBA member MD 
Anthony. A handful of spaces are available on a 
first come, first served basis so make sure you 
email admin@ridba.org.uk to book.
I’d also like to wish a warm welcome to RIDBA to 
supplier members Barrett Steel and Cleveland 
Sitesafe, and frame manufacturer Traditional 
Structures.

Aside from the awful human consequences, 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February has 
sent already high prices even higher, and 
extended lead times which were already long. 
One RIDBA member has advised the association 
they have already seen one order pushed back 
to 2023. With the war likely to be protracted, we 
will keep members abreast of the impact on our 
industry. Read more on page 4.
It’s hard to believe it’s now been two years 
since the first Covid restrictions came into 
force in England. On February 24, almost two 
years after the first lockdown began, all legal 
Covid restrictions ended in England and the 
government announced its plan for ‘Living with 
Covid-19’. 
Finally, while we’re focusing on legislation, red 
diesel is now illegal, and our industry must use 
white diesel in a bid to bring all greenhouse gas 
emissions to net zero by 2050. 
I hope to see you at the Industry Day!
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RIDBA members get 20% off  
CHAS accreditation
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A new partnership means RIDBA members can now get 
money off when they join the Contractors Health and Safety 
Assessment Scheme (CHAS) or renew their accreditation.
CHAS helps clients and contractors ensure compliance across 
different areas of risk management and to mitigate risks across the 
supply chain.
If you are already registered with CHAS, you will benefit from 10% 
off your next renewal. If you are not registered with CHAS, you will 
benefit from a 20% discount.
RIDBA general manager Joe Chalk said: “We’re really excited to have 
this new relationship with CHAS. It’s yet another example of RIDBA 
helping its members to save money and ensure compliance.”
RIDBA members can access the discount code by emailing  
admin@ridba.org.uk.

Covid restrictions in 
England end
On February 24 the remaining Covid restrictions ended 
in England and the government announced its plan for 
‘Living with Covid-19’. 
The guidance states individuals should still self-isolate if they 
test positive, ensuring you return two negative lateral flow 
tests on consecutive days before mixing with others. However, 
it is no longer a legal requirement to do so.
On March 17 the Statutory Sick Pay Rebate Scheme closed.  
Employers no longer need to explicitly state Covid in their risk 
assessments from April 1. Free Covid testing will also come to 
an end for most people. 
Different restrictions remain in place in Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.

INDUSTRY DAY

#RIDBAIndustryDay

Abbey Hotel Malvern
Thursday, April 21, 2022
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Latest News

New members welcomed
RIDBA is delighted to welcome new frame manufacturer 
member Traditional Structures and new supplier members 
Barrett Steel and Cleveland Sitesafe.
Visit www.tradstructures.com, www.barrettsteel.com and 
www.cleveland-sitesafe.co.uk respectively.

Russian invasion of Ukraine 
exacerbates high prices
Steel producers say the Russian invasion of Ukraine is to blame 
for huge price increases.
British Steel has hiked the price on steel sections by £250 per tonne, 
blaming the war for disruption to trade and high levels of volatility in 
the prices of energy and commodities.
Furthermore, the firm has said it will only be releasing booking 
capacity in the first two weeks of April, for production to April 16. 
After that, prices could rise again.
It comes as prices and lead times were already higher and longer 
than usual as a result of the pandemic.
The director of one RIDBA member has advised the association that 
one of their orders has been pushed back to 2023.
Costs relating to steel plates have also risen with prices going from 
around £1,000 per tonne to £1,400 per tonne.
Meanwhile, some firms are highlighting issues around supply with 
some steel mills refusing to take orders.
Both Ukraine and Russia produce steel billets which are used as  
raw feedstock.
In the latest Construction Leadership Council statement, it has  
been suggested that “sanctions against individuals with links to the 
regime in Russia and firms with Russian ownership may affect the 
UK supply chain.”
RIDBA welcomes the thoughts of its members on this important 
issue. Email admin@ridba.org.uk. 
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Contact us today:
Joseph Ash Ltd
The Alcora Building 2
Mucklow Hill
Halesowen, B62 8DG

+44 (0)121 504 2573 
sales@josephash.co.uk 
www.josephash.co.uk

Proud to support RIDBA

Protection and longevity
for agricultural steel
Shot Blasting | Galvanizing | Powder Coating
Duplex Coatings
With eight strategically located plants, a large transport fleet,
and superior metal finishing services, Joseph Ash Galvanizing
is proud to provide the agricultural industry with technical 
expertise, premium quality and a first-class service when 
galvanizing, shot blasting and powder coating steel fabrications.
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Booking is still open for the RIDBA Industry Day which is due 
to take place later this month. 
Experts will speak on subjects such as mental health, galvanizer 
safety and effective recruitment, while RIDBA’s technical 
consultant, Dr Martin Heywood, and livestock consultant, 
Jamie Robertson, will give updates to members on their areas 
of expertise when the event takes place at the Abbey Hotel, in 
Malvern, on Thursday, April 21.
It will also be a great chance for visitors to network and catch-
up with industry peers before the day closes with a tour of the 
nearby Morgan Motors factory.
RIDBA general manager Joe Chalk said: “We’ve seen a really 
good number of tickets sold and we’re looking forward to seeing 
everyone later this month.
“The Industry Day is an important date in the RIDBA calendar and 
it’s one I know many people across our industry look forward to.
“We’ve got some brilliant speakers lined-up, so it promises to be 
a fantastic learning experience, as well as a welcome chance to 
catch-up with RIDBA members.”
To book your tickets, please email joe@ridba.org.uk.
RIDBA would like to thank headline sponsor Briarwood, as well  
as Ayrshire Metals, Joseph Ash Galvanizing, Kingspan, STRUMIS 
and Citation.

Latest News

Large turnout expected for RIDBA Industry Day;  
tickets still available

Headline Sponsor
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Latest News

The new chair of Build UK says it is “a privilege” to have been 
elected to lead the organisation.
Paul Cossell, the vice-chair of construction engineering company ISG, 
takes the position having served as a director on the board since 
September 2020. 
He replaces Andy Steele, former chief executive of Osborne, who 
stepped down in November 2021. 
Mr Cossell said: “It is a privilege to be the new chair of Build UK. I 
believe passionately in the value of a powerful voice representing 
our industry at the highest levels. 
“Throughout the pandemic, as we tackle the multi-generational 
challenge of building greener, better and faster and the associated 
need to attract the brightest and best talent into our industry,  
Build UK has proved to be a dynamic force for transformational 
change.”

New chair announced at 
leading industry body

Suzannah Nicol, the chief executive of Build UK, said: “We’re 
absolutely delighted to welcome Paul as our new chair.
“Having played a leading role in keeping the industry open 
and operating safely throughout the pandemic, Build UK has 
ambitious plans for 2022, including working with the public sector 
to implement the Construction Playbook, continuing the rollout 
of the Common Assessment Standard, and addressing skills gaps 
by improving the journey from education into employment in the 
industry.” 

A privilege: The new chair of Build UK, Paul Cossell

Huge product range, quality materials, unrivalled reliability, next day delivery…
AJN Steelstock Ltd is proud to be working in partnership with RIDBA and its members.
 • A quality job requires quality materials, accurately processed and supplied on time. If your next project involves  
  steel, please talk to us.

 • Extensive range of steel available in different sizes, sections, forms and finishes.

 • Exceptional service, 24-hour working pattern, full in-house processing and finishing capabilities and next 
  day delivery.

www.ajnsteelstock.co.uk
Kentford 01638 555 500   |   Henstridge 01963 365 210   |   sales@ajnsteelstock.co.uk
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My intention for this article was to present an update from the 
various British Standards committees on which I represent the 
interests of the agricultural sector. 
Then the Met Office issued a rare red weather warning and Storm 
Eunice arrived. Once again, the news was filled with fallen trees, 
displaced trampolines and cladding (roof and wall) ripped from 
modern buildings. 
While the first two can be regarded as the expected norm when 
storms and gales hit our country, the sight of cladding sheets and 
panels flying around left me wondering whether the UK had just 
experienced the one in 50-year event that buildings are supposed to 
be designed for, or whether some buildings had not been designed 
properly. 
With this in mind, this article revisits the issue of wind loading on 
buildings and explains how buildings can be designed to withstand 
the worst of our winter storms. In the next issue, I shall look 
specifically at some of the detailing issues that affect the storm 
resistance of buildings.

Wind forces on buildings
Let’s start with some basic aerodynamics. When the wind blows over 
or around a building, it is forced to change direction and either speed 
up or slow down depending on the shape and orientation of the 
obstruction. 
Where the wind blows directly onto a surface, the local external 
pressure will increase. Where the wind blows parallel to a wall 
or over a roof, it speeds up causing a decrease in the external air 
pressure. Unless the building is completely airtight, the wind will also 
change the internal pressure, either increasing or decreasing it. 
The combination of changes to the internal and external air pressure 
results in either a net positive pressure (on windward facing walls, 
and the windward slopes of steep roofs) or a net suction (on leeward 
facing walls, on walls parallel to the direction of the wind and on 
roofs generally).
From a building design point of view, it is important to understand 
that wind speed varies enormously with location and building 
geometry, meaning wind loading is site and building specific, so 
should be calculated for each and every building project. 
Since the magnitude of the wind loading has a direct bearing on the 
design of the frame, column and rafter sizes for example, it follows 
that the design of every building is unique and should be calculated 
or at least checked afresh. It should come as no surprise that a 
building designed for a sheltered location in Oxfordshire may not be 
adequate if placed on a hilltop on the coast of Cornwall. 

How we can design our buildings to withstand winter storms
Importantly, the wind force on the building is proportional to the 
square of the wind speed, so doubling the wind speed will produce 
four times the wind loading on the building.

What are the factors that affect wind speed?
1. Location
Some parts of the country tend to experience higher wind speeds 
than others and this needs to be taken into account when calculating 
the wind loading on a building. 
To enable engineers without specialist meteorological expertise to 
judge the likely wind speed at a particular location, the available 
meteorological data has been analysed to produce a contoured wind 
map of the UK, which is published as part of the UK National Annex to 
BS EN 1991-1-4. The values shown on the map are magnitudes of the 
basic wind speed to which correction factors may be applied to take 
account of wind direction, altitude and exposure conditions.

2. Altitude
Wind speed increases with altitude and this is accounted for by 
a correction factor that is applied to the basic wind speed. This 
is especially important for agricultural buildings, since many are 
constructed at altitudes higher than 200m above sea level, where 
wind speeds are significantly higher than those in low-lying locations.

3. Distance to sea
The shorter the distance to the sea, the greater the wind speed 
because the wind loses energy and speed as it blows across land. 
The greatest reduction in wind speed occurs over the first few miles, 
meaning that locations on the coast experience much higher wind 
loading than sites only one or two miles inland. Cliff top sites that 
combine a coastal location with altitude, experience particularly high 
wind speeds.  

4. Town or country 
Agricultural buildings are generally built-in exposed locations that do 
not benefit from the shelter provided by a surrounding town or city. 
This results in wind speeds which would be higher than would be 
experienced by comparable buildings located on an urban site.    

5. Topography
Topographical features such as hills can increase wind speed as the 
air is forced over them. For this reason, it is important for the person 
calculating the wind loading to have some familiarity with the site and 
not simply rely on postcodes. Local obstructions can have a significant 
impact on the wind speed, by providing shelter, for example, but this 
effect may vary across the site or even across the building footprint.

Technical Update

Image: Mauricio Graiki
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Dr Martin Heywood 
RIDBA Technical Consultant

A specialist in the structural engineering 
of agricultural and industrial type steel 
framed buildings, Dr Martin Heywood, is the 
technical consultant for RIDBA members.
Martin represents RIDBA on the B/549 
committee and the sector on B/525/1 and 
CB/203.

For further information email technical@ridba.org.uk.

How we can design our buildings to withstand winter storms

6. Wind direction
In the UK, the strongest winds generally blow from the southwest, 
so a southwest facing coastal location is likely to experience 
stronger winds that one on the North Sea coast. As wind can - and 
does - blow from any direction, the factors listed above, in particular 
distance to the sea and distance into a town, need to be assessed 
for several points around the compass and the wind speed 
calculated for each direction.

7. Building height
Taller buildings are exposed to stronger winds and this needs to be 
reflected in the wind loading calculations. For single storey buildings 
it is common practice to calculate the wind speed for the ridge 
height. For a multi-storey building, especially high rises, it is possible 
to divide the building into zones over its height, so that only the very 
top of the building is designed for the maximum wind loading.

Design practice
The wind forces acting on a building should be calculated using 
a recognised code of practice, which in the UK is BS EN 1991-1-4. 
This is one of the structural Eurocodes and is applicable across 
Europe, although each country has its own National Annex 
containing nationally determined parameters and specific national 
recommendations. 
The calculation method in BS EN 1991-1-4 is complex and requires 
specialist technical knowledge, so it is essential wind loading 
calculations are undertaken by a qualified structural or civil 
engineer.
By far the simplest approach is to use one of the many software 
tools currently available. These range from commercially available 
packages that take account of all of the factors noted above to free 
online tools that produce reasonable, but conservative, results with 
minimal input from the user. 
Several steel purlin manufacturers include wind loading tools as 
part of their specification software which are free to customers.  

In many cases, the precise site location may be specified in the 
software by its postcode or grid reference. Alternatively, various 
online resources may be used to obtain the grid reference, altitude 
and other location data. Thanks to Google, even the local topography 
and surrounding terrain may be surveyed without leaving the office.  
The simpler the design approach, the more conservative (i.e., higher) 
the wind loading, so building designers face a trade-off between 
design effort and the cost of materials. 
Taking a one size fits all approach and designing all buildings for the 
worst possible wind load will result in over-designed structures and is 
not recommended. On the other hand, calculating the wind pressures 
to the nth degree for a standard industrial unit or agricultural building 
is an unnecessary expense that will probably give little or no saving in 
material costs compared to the standard design approaches. 
The standard approach presented in BS EN 1991-1-4 and employed 
by many software tools is a pragmatic way of ensuring that buildings 
are safe and efficient without needing too much effort at the design 
stage. 
While employing an engineer to calculate the wind loading may 
seem to be an unnecessary additional cost, the cost of not doing so 
is almost certain to be greater, either in additional steel or the cost of 
remedial measures when the building encounters its first storm.    

Technical Update

Example of a simple wind calculation tool for building designers

Image: Mauricio Graiki
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The interaction of space and animal welfare has been mentioned 
before in this section, along with the suggestion that we need to 
recognise the value of the quality and quantity of space made 
available to animals.
In the early days of research into animal welfare and the 
development of animal systems, the defining physical attributes 
were space (m2) per animal, ambient temperature and not a lot 
more. 
The optimum number of animals in a group (cows can ‘recognise’ up 
to 60 cohorts, not more) or the height of water troughs and feeders 
was evaluated (depends on age), and as the science improved the 
design of animal systems also included factors such as air changes 
per hour (based on CO2 production) and the design of sleeping 
areas (lunge space; cubicle design). 
Overall, there emerges an understanding that while we can easily 
define an equitable unit of space per animal, there is considerable 
value in the quality of that space, but the quality will often come at a 
cost. So, the question for the system designer is how much increased 
cost does the client value?
The UK cattle sector is the same as any other business in that it 
needs to invest to remain sustainable, and once the ear tags, fancy 
feed additives, power, water and all the other consumables have 
been paid for, there is a need to invest in buildings. 
They represent a major, once-in-a-lifetime cost, but the aim is to 
bring in value to the business. The build design process needs to 
start with the number and size of animals to be housed, group size 
and feed system. Immediately there will be conflict, because the 
industry experience is ‘we can/cannot keep 10/15/20 cattle per bay’ 
and ‘we have always done it like this’ and ‘we tried one of those and it 
did/didn’t work’. It is not logical to make a once-in-a-lifetime series of 
technical decisions based on a string of opinions. Instead refer to 

the information provided by BS5502 and the RIDBA Farm Buildings 
Handbook or AHDB guidance material.
The Dairy Housing: A best practice guide (AHDB, 2012) outlines the 
space requirements in cubicle housing. The book has been freely 
available for more than ten years and yet producers and builders 
will still build cattle housing that does not fit industry guidance or - 
the usual favourite - only use the guidance information they want. 
The aim is to house a certain number of cattle at a cost and not at 
a value. We know that wider passageways, cubicles, feed and water 
spaces, cross-over passages and holes in the roof all increase the 
cost per cow, and we need to sell the value of these increased costs.  
The benefits of good design outlined in the AHDB Dairy Housing 
booklet include:

• Longer lying times
• Better feet condition
• Reduced aggressive behaviours
• Reduced fouling
• Reduced risk of udder damage or disease
• Optimised feed and water intake
• Improved bedding conditions
• Reduced slurry pooling
• Reduced heat and cold stress

In addition to the above, improved fertility with adequate floor space 
and surface, lighting quality and impact of well-designed ventilation 
on the incidence and severity of respiratory diseases, also apply. The 
positive value of the cost of these design features on the lifetime of a 
building will run into the tens of thousands of pounds.
Provision of a large area building for single animal systems can be 
attractive as a means of restraining build costs per housed animal. 

Investment in new infrastructure means a balancing act 
between welfare and cost

Livestock Update

Large: A newly built beef shed
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Livestock Update

Build costs per unit of space can be reduced as the total build space 
increases, up to a limit. 
Builders need to be aware the engineering limits on a single build 
space are far higher than animal system limits on space. This has 
been mentioned previously whereby an increased number of animals 
in a single air space increases the risk of the spread of disease. The 
poultry sector and, to a lesser extent the pig sector, manage this by 
designing buildings that match the throughput of animals to facilitate 
All IN, ALL OUT (AIAO) management of each room.  
The image at the top of page 10 shows a beef new build on a top-
class farm where there will need to be a significant change in health 
management before next year to avoid repeat health issues from 
this past season. The build design and quality is fine, but because the 
build area is so large that it contains stock of mixed ages, the space 
quality has been reduced compared with building two separate air 
spaces. Space cost versus space value.
There is significant irony in that when we consider the value aspect of 
modern animal production, we need to remember that system costs 
are not restricted to the farm business. One of the most successful 
livestock systems to engage with significant improvements to health, 
welfare and productivity since the 1980s is the UK poultry sector. 
World class levels of productivity (food conversion ratios), 82% 
reduction in antibiotic use in six years (Fig. 1), and solid economic 
performance, with no subsidies. 
The major contributor to these gains has been to steadily improve the 
quality of the space per bird, albeit temperature and humidity control, 
lighting, bedding and water and air quality, as shown in Figure 2. The 
cost per square meter has increased, but so has the value. 
The technical success of the poultry producers at farm level 
has contributed to a large space versus cost/value conflict at an 
environmental level. Development of poultry sites in a focused area 
brings obvious risks to biosecurity and the wider environment. 
For example, diffuse pollution from local agriculture is being 
associated with degradation of the River Wye.
This explains how we end up with headlines on The National website 
such as this one from September 2021: ‘Powys Council alone has 
approved 156 IPUs (intensive poultry units) in the past five years, with 
another 21 applications in process at the time of writing’. 

It may be cheaper to build new poultry facilities near to millions of 
consumers, but what about the impact on the quality of the wider 
space? The challenge for the farm building specialist is not only to 
help an industry to invest in new infrastructure but to also help guide 
the wider balancing act between cost and value.

For further information email jamie@ridba.org.uk.

Jamie Robertson
RIDBA Livestock 
Consultant
Jamie is an Honorary 
Research Fellow at the 
University of Aberdeen, and 
has worked in the area of 
environment and animal 
health for 35 years. Jamie is 
available to RIDBA members 
for discussion and guidance 
on matters related to building 
design and animal health.

Figure 1 shows the reduction in antibiotic use in UK poultry production, 2014 – 2020. RUMA, 2021

Figure 2 shows a chicken shed
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Building work on a new facility which will allow a business to handle 
the increasing demand for its products is almost complete.
The new IAE site, which manufactures livestock handling and 
housing equipment, equestrian stabling, steel fencing and shelters, 
is in Adderley Green, Staffordshire.
It will adjoin the company’s existing 27-acre Mossfield Road site, 
which currently houses offices, a state-of-the-art production facility, 
an in house galvanising plant and distribution operations.
The new site, which extends to over 11 acres was purchased in  
April 2014, with planning permission being granted on the site 
during July 2017. 
The following two years saw extensive remediation work take place 
to secure the site, which is on top of two mine shafts.
Construction of the main infrastructure began in early 2021, with 
completion expected this month.
All of IAE’s existing operations will then brought to one site and the 
satellite site in Cheadle, Greater Manchester, will be relocated to the 
new production facility.

Work on impressive new £15m base approaches completion

Member News

The development will house a 104,000ft² production facility and 
a 44,000ft² in-house learning and demonstration centre including 
amenities, offices, training facilities and a spectacular showroom.
In addition to this, the new development will generate a further 
260,000ft² of external storage space.
For further information, visit www.iae.co.uk/development.
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Stay connected to STRUMIS:

SOFTWARE BY STRUMIS LTD. PART OF THE GLOBAL RDS GROUP

SALES@STRUMIS.COM | 01332 545800  | WWW.STRUMIS.COM

COME SEE THE STRUMIS FEATURES THAT OTHER 
PROVIDERS ARE ONLY TALKING ABOUT. 
OTHERS PROMISE; WE DELIVER.

THE FUTURE OF STEEL FABRICATION.

WORLD LEADING STEEL FABRICATION 
MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SOFTWARE, 

USED WORLDWIDE TO REDUCE COSTS 
WHILE MAXIMISING PRODUCTIVITY 
AND INCREASING PROFITABILITY.

INTRODUCING: 
HAUNCH & TEE PROFILE NESTING

STRUMIS VISION 
EXECUTIVE DASHBOARDS 

 
SAVING YOU EVEN MORE TIME AND MONEY 

 
HAUNCH & TEE PROFILE NESTING - 

ADVANCED LINEAR NESTING OF HAUNCHES AND TEE’S, ENSURES 
MAXIMUM USE OF MATERIAL TO MINIMISE WASTE. 

 
STRUMIS VISION -

RECEIVING MATERIAL 
PROGRESSING CUT LISTS 

EMPLOYEE TIMESHEET ENTRY AND REVIEW 
WEB DASHBOARDS 

DRAWING & NC VIEWER 
 

DASHBOARDS - 
CUSTOMISABLE DASHBOARDS, PROVIDING MANAGERS WITH 

CRITICAL PROJECT AND BUSINESS PERFORMANACE DATA. SIMPLE 
TO CONFIGURE AND EASY TO USE.
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‘Excellent service to continue following management buyout’
A new team is in charge at Filon Products following a 
management buyout.
Mark Wilcox, the new managing director, was joined in the buyout 
by Craig Bainbridge, Laura Francis, John Charles, Bharat Gandhi, Sally 
Stokes, Richard Davies and Nigel Brumby.
The new board is made up of Mark, new operations director, Craig, 
and the new financial director, Laura.
Mark said: ‘The buyout is a natural step for us and falls in line with 
our succession plans. 

A leading fabrication business is vowing to go carbon positive 
with work to achieve the goal already underway.
AJ Lowther achieved the first phase of its ambition when a new 
1-megawatt solar farm began operating in November 2021.
It will produce six times per year, the current electricity usage of the 
workshops, offices and electric vehicles of the business based in 
Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire.
Surplus power will initially be sold back into the grid, with investment 
in battery storage planned to provide power after sunset. 
The business says this will be combined with selling power to the 
grid at times of peak demand with the grid running ever closer to 
capacity. 
Carbon positive means going beyond carbon neutrality to make 
positive contributions to the environment, rather than offsetting any 
damage.
Director Antony Lowther explained that the long-term plan is to 
produce green hydrogen to power the company’s lorries and site 
equipment.
He said: “While 1MW is plenty of power for the business, it is small 
scale for a commercial ground mounted solar farm project. 
“The 235-ton per year carbon reduction benefit obviously stacked 
up on environmental grounds, but the initial budgets did not offer a 
healthy financial pay back. 
“The decision was made to push on as it was ethically the right thing 
to do.
“If companies and the wealthy nations do not invest in carbon 
reduction the misery and the death toll among the generations to 
come will be far higher.”

‘We must all do our bit’: A.J. Lowther strives to be carbon positive

Cheers: The Filon team celebrate their management buyout

“We’re fortunate to have been able to use the same legal and 
accountancy firms as in the previous buyouts and enjoyed crucial 
support from HSBC and all the necessary finance is in place so we 
can continue with the same excellent service levels our customers 
rely on. 
“It’s pretty much business as usual.”
Former MD Steve Vickers will stay with the company, working in the 
technical department.
Steve said: “I want to convey my support and very best wishes for 
the new team that are taking over the company. 
“They are all talented and very capable individuals who have the 
best interests of the company and its workforce at heart.”
Filon’s range of GRP construction products include profiled GRP 
rooflights, GRP valley troughs for pitched roofing and a lightweight 
GRP over-roofing system designed to refurbish existing asbestos 
cement roofs without the disruption and cost of asbestos removal 
and disposal. 
Mark added: “Special thanks go to Steve and Julie Cox who  
retired from her position as 
financial director in late 2021. 
“They worked tirelessly at 
Filon for many years and have 
handed it on in great shape.”
Call Filon on 01543 687300  
or email sales@filon.co.uk.

The company says the recent surge in energy prices means the 
project is also a good financial investment.
Antony said: “While I’d like to say it was a wise investment decision 
made with great foresight, luck would be a better description. 
“That said, electricity is only 
going to get more expensive 
as demand rises and the grid 
fails to keep up.” 
Antony said he would 
be happy to pass on his 
experiences to anyone 
contemplating a similar 
project. Call 01600 890482.

Positive: Solar panels at AJ Lowther
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Safety is at the front and centre of our product policy:

www.filon.co.ukTelephone 01543 687300  Email: sales@filon.co.uk

STAY SAFE  
with GRP rooflights from Filon

Our technical expertise has contributed directly to UK rooflight non-fragility classification  
over decades, with Filon personnel playing key safety roles in influential trade associations  
including NARM (National Association of Rooflight Manufacturers) and ACR (Advisory  
Committee for Roofsafety).

Our unique, patented Fixsafe system is the only solution that allows profiled rooflights to be 
safely installed from within the building envelope, without the need to access fragile roof areas. 

We offer a range of fire grades to provide compliance with Building Regulations.

Our Supasafe triple reinforced rooflights provide high impact resistance, spanning and  
load-bearing capabilities.

We’re the UK’s longest established manufacturer of profiled rooflights by continuous process, 
with a successful track record of excellence in design, product performance and customer  
support. As you’d expect, we’re also currently employing Covid-secure working practices 
throughout our operations. 

Filon: truly a ‘safe pair of hands’ for specifiers.
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The future is now! Production 
boosted by £1.1m investment 
in plate handling systems 
AJN Steelstock has just completed the installation of two fully 
automated plate processing machines at its Suffolk steel 
processing site.
The dual gantry Voortman V310s share a 28m x 3m cutting bed, 
capable of processing plates up to 9t in weight.
Coupled with the recent upgrading of its plate handling systems, 
the installation sees the total investment exceed £1.1m, significantly 
enhancing the company’s in-house plate cutting and drilling 
capabilities.
Finance director Courtney Bell said: “We’ve been nothing but 
impressed with the quality and performance of the V310. The ability 
to cut, drill, mill and countersink in one run and at one station, allows 
us to simplify the production process, maximise processing uptime 
and greatly increase production. 
“Voortman has been a fantastic company to work with, meeting all 

our requirements in terms of delivery, commissioning, training and 
support.”
Each machine features a VD40 drilling unit with an automatic 28-piece 
tool changer, a Hypertherm XPR300 plasma cutting system with 
X-Definition cut quality and ‘True Hole’ technology, a 3D plasma bevel 
unit and an Oxy-fuel cutting torch. 
AJN Steelstock employs more than 400 people across its two sites 
in Newmarket, Suffolk, and Henstridge, Somerset. The two new 
Voortman V310s have replaced AJN Steelstock’s Ficep Gemini  
hi-definition plasma and drilling machine, which has been relocated 
to double its processing capabilities at the Henstridge site.
Courtney added: “We see the installation of the new machines very 
much as an investment both in the present and the future.
“The V310 is already working hard on current orders and demand for 
its high-speed performance will only grow in the future.” 

Work has been completed on a building on land owned by a 
world-famous artist.
One of Shufflebottom’s steel-framed agricultural buildings now 
sits on the land of a Surrey farm owned by Nic Fiddian-Green, who 
specialises in making sculptures of horse heads.
A spokesperson for Shufflebottom said: “It is a real accolade that our 
building was selected by someone with a fine eye for beauty to stand 
alongside his famed sculptures on his own land.
“While our steel-framed agricultural buildings might not be 
referenced in the same artistic terms, they are deemed by our many 
satisfied agricultural clients to be both beautiful and fit for purpose, 
which all good design should be!” 
The 23m x 18m x 7m - to eaves - building, manufactured on site at 
Shufflebottom’s Cross Hands factory, was supplied, erected and 
project managed by Brett Shortland, of Shortland Structures. It has 
timber clad walls and grey roof cladding.

The spokesperson added: “We’d like 
to thank Brett for commissioning 
Shufflebottom, again, for the supply of 
the building. 
“We’d also like to thank our very own 
salesperson, Rosemarie Jones, who 
negotiated this prestigious project of 
scale and scope.”

Upgrade: New machines are in place at AJN Steelstock’s Suffolk site

Artist: Nic Fiddian-Green is known for 
his sculptures of horse heads

Neigh-messing about:  Work completed on famous artist’s farm 

Students step out 
of the classroom for 
introduction to industry
Youngsters enjoyed a visit to 
steel-framed buildings manufacturer, Shufflebottom.
The BTEC engineering students from Llandovery College, 
in Carmarthenshire, enjoyed a tour of the factory and a 
presentation on the history of the business.
They were also guided through an explainer on health and  
safety and how it is implemented in the workplace.
A spokesperson said: “We were proud to be able to tell the 
learners that Shufflebottom has been instrumental in, and been 
recognised for, developing systems of best practice that help 
drive our particular industry forward. 
We couldn’t resist the story of the unannounced health 
and safety inspection we once had, when we were told 
by the inspectors that they wished everywhere were like 
Shufflebottom!”

Member News
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THE FARM BUILDINGS 
HANDBOOK

Order your copy:
admin@ridba.org.uk
01379 788036
ridba.org.uk

THIRD EDITION – OUT NOW

ridba_farm_buildings_handbook_advert_june21.indd   1ridba_farm_buildings_handbook_advert_june21.indd   1 18/06/2021   16:1218/06/2021   16:12

Briarwood Products has acquired Tubex SA, expanding its fibre 
cement production capacity and market share in the UK and 
Ireland and Spain.
Following the acquisition of Landini S.P.A in 2020, the Briarwood 
Group is expanding its portfolio of building material manufacturers 
even further.
The group says that with Tubex’s strong presence in Europe and 
Briarwood’s roofing products known globally, it has increased 
capacity to boost its efficiency even further.
Oliver Janes, managing director of Briarwood Products, said: 
“Acquiring Tubex is another major milestone for Briarwood’s growth, 
helping us achieve our longer-term objective of being the key 
manufacturer for all fibre cement profiled sheeting products.
“No organisation is better positioned to plan and deliver the next 
generation of fibre cement products, with the addition of Tubex 
further bolstering our production capabilities.
“I am delighted to add Tubex’s premium product portfolio, which I 
have personally followed for over 20 years, with its well-recognised 
and trusted fibre cement range to our existing offering, creating the 
largest profiled fibre cement fittings producer in the world.

“As my father once told me: 
‘Tubex makes the world’s 
finest fittings and Landini 
makes the world’s best 
sheets.’
“I am proud they are both 
within the Briarwood Group.”
Briarwood aims to have its new product ranges available to 
customers to purchase during the fourth quarter of 2022.
The brand will remain as Briarwood in the UK and Ireland and Tubex 
SA will be rebranded to Tubex: A Briarwood Company overseas.

Business celebrates acquisition 
of Spanish company

Acquisition: Spanish company 
Tubex SA is now part of the 
Briarwood Group
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Outdated and poorly designed structures 
could be costing you thousands of pounds
It’s a scientific fact – healthy cows perform better. “Good air flow, 
comfortable temperatures and adequate lighting are extremely 
important for good cow health,” explains Eternit’s agricultural building 
specialist Stuart Daniell (pictured).
It’s also a fact that heat stress can decimate milk production. Stuart 
says: “A milking cow will produce 40% more heat than a dry cow and it 
has to get rid of that heat. To combat the rising heat, you need to put 
fresh air over cows. If they don’t get that fresh air, production will be 
down and if production is down, revenue is down.”
So, badly designed or old buildings in poor repair could be costing you 
thousands of pounds in lost revenue from your dairy herd. It might 
just be time to make an investment that will save you money in the 
long run.

Here’s how Eternit can help
Eternit semi compressed fibre cement sheets for roofs are designed 
to absorb up to 25% of their weight in moisture to reduce the chance 
of any dripping – this is more than all imported fibre cement sheets 
available in the UK today. They also absorb 40% more moisture than a 
fully compressed sheet.
The company’s advanced performance thermal technology absorbs 
heat from the sun on hot days to keep temperatures inside lower, 
while retaining heat on cold days. 
Fibre cement sheets have a very high acoustic damping performance, 
which reduces the stress caused by noise for cows – the noise of 
heavy rainfall is only half as loud under Eternit roofs compared to 
metal roofs.
Eternit roofing can be used in conjunction with ventilation systems to 
help control the airflow within the building and reduce humidity. 

We’ve also designed translucent roofing panels to sit alongside our 
standard sheets to optimise light in the building, which can increase 
milk production by approximately 5%.
Unlike metal, fibre cement doesn’t rust, mould, or oxidise and helps 
build structures that will last, giving you an optimum return on your 
investment.

Benefit from our experience and expertise 
Eternit’s technical team has over 60 years of farming and building 
experience and will be on hand to advise and support you through 
every step of the project. Working in partnership with the farming 
community we serve, we have been creating roof sheets used on 
agricultural buildings for decades.

Find out more
Visit our website at www.eternit.co.uk for full product details and  
to request more information. You can also read our farming case 
studies and find out what our customers have to say about our 
products. Contact your local area sales manager online to receive 
personalised information.

Contact us
Call us on 01283 501 555 or email infouk@etexgroup.com.
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How an investment in new 
livestock buildings could 
save you money
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Insulated Panels
UK & Ireland

Complete Building 
Envelope Solutions featuring 
QuadCore® Technology

Kingspan Insulated Panels’ 
building envelope systems are 
factory-engineered solutions 
for rapid installation and 
completion of a variety of 
agricultural and industrial 
buildings in rural settings.  

Kingspan Insulated Panels 
Greenfield Business Park No.2  |  Holywell  |  Flintshire  |  CH8 7GJ
Tel: +44 (0) 1352 716100  |  www.kingspanpanels.co.uk

The complete envelope systems range includes: high performance insulated 
QuadCore® Trapeziodal Roof, QuadCore® Architectural Wall and Sinusoidal Wall 
panels; QuadCore® UltraTemp temperature controlled panels; structural steel 
products; insulated gutters; superior polycarbonate daylighting; barrier protection 
systems; height-safety systems; and bespoke corners and flashings. 

Kingspan insulated panels with QuadCore® Technology benefit from:
 Unrivalled lifetime thermal performance;
 Enhanced environmental performance;
 High levels of fire performance;
 Protection through our industry-leading QuadCore® Assured Warranty.

QuadCore® 
Assured

Protected by

KIP RIDBA A4 Ad Sep2021.indd   1KIP RIDBA A4 Ad Sep2021.indd   1 13/09/2021   12:4313/09/2021   12:43
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Contact Build UK at info@builduk.org or follow on social media for all the latest updates.

 @BuildUK          www.linkedin.com/company/builduk/

Build UK News

For more information, visit BuildUK.org

CONSTRUCTION

BUILD UK DOES MORE THAN REPRESENT 
THE UK CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY.
By focussing on three strategic priorities, we work with our members 
and partners to drive real change that strengthens the sector.

Improving
Business 
Performance

Increasing
Productivity 

Recruiting, 
Training & 
Retaining Talent

Applying for a skilled worker visa 
Under the points-based immigration system, foreign workers, 
with the exception of ‘settled workers’, must generally have a visa, 
sponsored by an employer, in order to work in the UK. 

Most foreign workers in construction 
are likely to be ‘skilled workers’ and 
will require a skilled worker visa to 
work in an eligible occupation. 

Applying for a skilled worker visa can 
be a complicated process so Build 
UK has summarised the key steps 
in a new guide, How to Apply for a 
Skilled Worker Visa, to help members 
understand what is involved. 

Build UK has also produced a 
detailed guide called How to Get 
a Sponsor Licence to support 
companies who wish to employ 
workers that require a visa.   

Implementing 
flexible working
While it has long been 
recognised that flexible 
working is key to a more 
diverse workforce, making 
it work for site-based 
roles is often seen as an 
insurmountable challenge. 

Build UK and Timewise recently concluded a ground-
breaking project to pilot a number of flexible working 
arrangements on construction projects, with the 
results proving not only is it possible but that it benefits 
everyone. 

Alongside the results, an industry-wide toolkit (Search: 
Improving flexible working in construction - a ten-point 
action plan) has also been published which includes a 
ten-point plan that companies of all sizes can follow to 
implement flexible working practices on their sites and 
make construction a positive career choice.

Transforming payment performance
The ongoing impact of Covid-19 and Brexit means that 
maintaining cashflow throughout the construction supply 
chain is more important than ever.

Build UK has published an infographic, (pictured, search: 
Infographic on transforming payment performance) 
showing how its benchmarking of the largest companies 
in the sector on their payment performance has resulted 
in substantial improvement over the last three years.

By providing a comprehensive picture of payment 
performance across the sector, the Build UK table has 
proved an essential catalyst for changing the industry 
culture around payment.

Build UK contractor members have reduced the average 
time they take to pay invoices from 45 to 32 days since 
July 2018, with 95% of invoices now paid within 60 days.

https://twitter.com/BuildUK?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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What is the one benefit you enjoy most from 
your RIDBA membership?
I enjoy the networking and meeting new people side of things the 
most. The membership is an extremely comfortable group to be 
with and enjoying what I do forms an important part of my role as 
chairman.

Plane, train or automobile. Do you have a 
favourite mode of transport?
I’d say planes because they take me to faraway places! However,  
I also enjoy cruising. I find it’s a more relaxing way to visit different 
parts of the world.

If you could change one thing about our 
industry, what would it be?
The price of everything, especially steel and its components. 

What’s one thing that scares you?
At the moment, the invasion of Ukraine and the unnecessary loss 
of so many lives.

Do you have any secret talents?
I was a UEFA B /Level 2 qualified football coach, although it’s  
expired now.

What’s the most rewarding part of your job?
Keeping my people employed and delivering a high-quality 
product.

What is the one piece of advice you have for 
someone just starting in our industry?
With hard work and effort, you can achieve anything.

Steel-ing the limelight: 
Neil Fox

In this brand-new feature, which we’re 
calling ‘Steel-ing the limelight’, we’ll be 
inviting industry faces to sit in the RIDBA 
Journal hot seat and answer some hard-
hitting questions. Where better to begin than 
with RIDBA chairman and Steeltek director 
Neil Fox?

How did you get started in the industry?
Well, originally, I started a company installing structural aluminium 
glazing, which is very similar to structural steel, throughout the UK. 
As I progressed, I began to dedicate my time to project management 
and partnership management and I was then approached by several 
companies wanting my services as a consultant on operational 
support and advice.
My connection with Steeltek came about through a school friend 
(and now business partner!) who approached me for advice on his 
business. It was then we decided to form Steeltek as a new venture.

What do you think is our industry’s greatest 
strength?
Steel! The business we’re in forms the foundation for basically every 
building - especially commercial ones - and its versatility makes it a 
strong and economic way of erecting buildings.

What’s your favourite thing to do in your  
spare time?
I’m a huge Leeds United fan and get along to Elland Road when I can. 
I also try to swing a golf club every now and again.

Name one thing you think RIDBA does  
really well.
It brings together businesses with similar goals and needs and is 
great at supporting the industry in delivering compliant products.

Tea or coffee?
Coffee for me. A cappuccino, with chocolate sprinkles of course, or a 
nice Irish coffee.

Why did you join RIDBA?
Initially to get support on CE marking and to meet like-minded 
individuals and companies with good knowledge of new legislation 
and procedures.

What achievement are you most proud of?
Building and delivering a strong business that supports local 
employment and a future for many young apprentices. 

Do you fancy steel-ing the limelight in an upcoming edition of the RIDBA Journal?  
Email daniel@ridba.org.uk and put yourself forward now!
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WHY JOIN 
RIDBA?

BUILDING TRUST        GENERATING LEADS        NETWORKING       
STAYING UP TO DATE        SAVING MONEY

Membership of RIDBA provides access to a range of useful products 
and services that can help your business, and that means...

Membership is open to fabricators, contractors, suppliers, consultants,
and colleges – for more information visit ridba.org.uk/join

admin@ridba.org.uk       01379 788036       @RIDBA_Offi  ce          e t
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Member Directory 

Companies that manufacture steel  
or timber framed buildings

3b Construction
South Street Depot, Port William, Newton Stewart, 
Dumfries & Galloway, DG8 9SH
01988 700 000
heather.vance@3bconstruction.co.uk 
www.3bconstruction.co.uk

A.C. Bacon Engineering Ltd
Norwich Road, Hingham, Norfolk, NR9 4LS 
01953 850 611 
steel@acbacon.co.uk 
www.acbacon.co.uk

A C Jackson Ltd
Buffer Depot, Rode Street, Tarporley,  
Cheshire, CW6 0EF
01829 423 123
info@acjackson.co.uk
www.acjacksonltd.co.uk

A.J. Lowther & Son Ltd
The Factory, Whitchurch, Ross-on-Wye, 
Herefordshire, HR9 6DW 
01600 890 482 
info@ajlowther.co.uk 
www.ajlowther.co.uk

Adeilad Cladding Ltd
The Stores, Station Road, Llanwrda, 
Carmarthenshire, SA19 8EH 
01550 777 497 
adclad@live.co.uk 
www.adclad.co.uk

Alan Jukes Steel Framed Buildings Ltd
Cae Mawr, Llanfechain, Powys, SY22 6XH 
01691 828 094 
alan.jukes@alanjukes.co.uk 
www.alanjukes.co.uk

Andenor Ltd 
74 Rowan Way, Balderton, Nottinghamshire, 
Newark, NG24 3BJ
01623 490555 
stuart@andenor.com

Bowie Lockwood Structures Ltd
Coombe Abbey Farm, Coombe Fields Road, Binley, 
Warwickshire, CV3 2SX 
0845 2572 343 
sales@bowielockwood.co.uk 
www.bowielockwood.co.uk

C.E. Davidson Ltd
South View, Fressingfield, Eye, Suffolk, IP21 5PJ 
01379 388 077 
charlie@cedavidson.co.uk

Chris Hodgson Engineering Ltd
Seven Acres, Hollocombe, Chulmleigh, Devon, 
EX18 7QH 
01769 520 422 
info@chrishodgson.biz 
www.chrishodgsonengineering.co.uk

Colley (Farm Buildings) Ltd
The Airfield, Cranswick Ind Est, Beverley Road  
Cranswick, Driffield, Yorkshire, YO25 9PF 
01430 810 210 
enquiries@colleyfarmbuildings.co.uk 
www.colleyfarmbuildings.co.uk

Collins Design & Build Ltd
Unit 5, Westwood Ind Est, Pontrilas, Hereford, 
HR2 0EL 
01981 240 682 
info@collinsdb.co.uk
www.collinsdb.co.uk

Culm Valley Farm & Industrial Buildings Ltd 
Bridge Street, Bridge Works, Uffculme, Devon, 
EX15 3AX 
01884 841 557 
culmvalleyfarmbuildings@btconnect.com 
www.culmvalleyfarmbuildings.co.uk

Cumbria Steel Fabrications Ltd
Unit 7, Brisco Burn Business Park, Longtown, 
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA6 5TR 
01228 711 318 
office@csfab.co.uk 
www.csfab.co.uk

D G Ashley Ltd
Highcroft, Aike, Driffield, East Yorkshire,  
YO25 9BG 
01377 270 525 
D6ash@aol.com

D Jones Welding
Llwyncelyn, Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire, SA19 6RY 
01558 822 381 
djoneswelding@hotmail.co.uk

DeVille and Lear Ltd
Mill Lane, Roston, Ashbourne, Derbyshire,  
DE6 2EE 
01335 324 302 
info@devilleandlear.co.uk 
www.devilleandlear.co.uk

Eagle Structural Ltd
Lordship Road, Great Carlton, Louth, Lincolnshire,  
LN11 8JS 
01507 450 081 
info@eagle-structural.co.uk 
www.eagle-structural.co.uk

East Anglia Steel Fabrications Ltd
Middle Drove, Marshland St James, Wisbech, 
Cambridgeshire, PE14 8JT
01353 666 201
james@eastangliasteelfab.com

Ellerington Engineering Ltd
Knights Garth Farm, Bishop Burton,  
East Yorkshire, HU17 8QL
01964 550810
admin@elleringtonengineering.co.uk
www.elleringtonengineering.co.uk

Emmerson Doors Ltd
Enterprise Way, Sherburn in Elmet, Leeds,  
LS25 6NA 
01977 685 566 
sales@emmerson-doors.co.uk 
www.emmerson-doors.co.uk

Ernest Leng and Son
Friars Hill, Sinnington, York, Yorkshire, YO62 6SL 
01751 431 774 
leng@xlninternet.co.uk 
www.ernestleng.co.uk

F.W. Yelland & Son (Northlew) Ltd
Oljonna House, Station Road, Okehampton, 
Devon, EX20 3BN 
01409 221 445 
yellandaccounts@btconnect.com 
www.yelland-construction.co.uk

Farmplus Constructions Ltd
Shay Lane, Longridge, Preston, Lancashire,  
PR3 3BT 
01772 785 252 
Jim.Rogerson@farmplus.co.uk 
www.farmplus.co.uk

George W Addison
Clayfolds, Aluah, Banff, Aberdeenshire,  
AB45 3UD 
01261 821 288 
stuartadd@btinternet.com

Glendale Engineering (Milfield) Ltd  
Berwick Road Industrial Estate, Wooler, 
Northumberland, NE71 6AH 
01668 281 464 
info@glendaleengineering.co.uk 
www.glendaleengineering.co.uk

GLT & Son Roofing Services Ltd
15a Bronyglyn, Bronwydd, Carmarthen, SA33 6JB
07837 958 144 
gltroof@ymail.com

Harrison Eastoft Ltd 
Verandah House, Eastoft, Scunthorpe,  
North Lincolnshire, DN17 4PN
01724 798245
andy@harrisoneastoft.co.uk

Jaques Int Ltd
The Old Hatchery, Shobdon Court, Shobdon, 
Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 9LZ
01568 708644
enquiries@jaquesint.com
www.jaquesint.com

J I & M Davies & Son
Coed Rodyn Farm, Lixwm Road, Mold, Clwyd,  
CH7 5RQ
01352 741 843
daviescoed@aol.com

J. Wareing & Son (Wrea Green) Ltd
Whinbrick Works, Blackpool Road, Kirkham, 
Preston, Lancashire, PR4 2RJ
01772 682 159
sales@wareingbuildings.co.uk
www.wareingbuildings.co.uk

Knapp Farm Buildings
Quarryknowe, Knapp, Inchture, Perthshire,  
PH14 9SW
01828 686 265
alistairreid@knappfarmbuildings.co.uk
www.knappfarmbuildings.co.uk

Lancashire Steel Buildings
Copthurst Farm, Barrowford Road, Higham,  
Nr Burnley, Lancashire, BB12 9AS
01282 771748
sales@lancashire-steelbuildings.co.uk
http://lancashire-steelbuildings.co.uk/

M.D. Anthony Ltd
Lingwood House, 18 The Dock Business Park,  
Ely, CB7 4GS
01353 666 201
sales@mdanthony.com
www.mdanthony.com

Magna Buildings Ltd
Blackpitt Farm, Oddington, Moreton in Marsh, 
Gloucestershire, GL56 0XW
01451 831 855
general@magnabuild.com
www.magnabuild.co.uk

Frame Manufacturers

Join RIDBA today! Email admin@ridba.org.uk for more information.
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Mervyn Rose Engineering Ltd T/A Rose 
Engineering
Paradise Farm, Bagber, Sturminster Newton, 
Dorset, DT10 2HB
01258 472 866
info@rose-engineering.co.uk
www.rose-engineering.co.uk

Michael Mudd Ltd
Park View, Marthwaite, Sedbergh, Cumbria, LA10 5HS
01539 620 704
info@michaelmudd.co.uk
www.michaelmudd.co.uk

Morspan Construction Ltd
Llancayo Farm, Usk, Monmouthshire, P15 1HY
01291 672334
enquiries@morspan.co.uk
www.morspan.com

Norman & Gray Ltd
Unit 1 and 2, Malton Road Business Park,  
Malton Road, Pickering, YO18 7JW  
01751 472231
www.normanandgray.co.uk 

Northern Structures Ltd
Amble Industrial Estate, Amble, Northumberland, 
NE65 0PE
01665 710 746
anthony.nelson@northernstructures.co.uk
www.northernstructures.co.uk

Northwest Industrial Services Ltd
East View, Fleetwood Road, Greenhalgh, Preston, 
Lancashire, PR4 3ZA
01995 670196
stev.butler@talktalk.net

P McKenna’s Agricultural Service Ltd
Esh Winning Industrial Estate, West Terrace,  
Esh Winning, Durham, DH7 9PT
0191 373 3187
pmckenna_agri_servis@hotmail.com

Powell & Co. Construction Ltd
Longmoor, Shirlheath, Kingsland, Herefordshire,
HR6 9RG
01568 708819
sales@powellbuildings.com
www.powellbuildings.com

Preston Steel Structures
Ryecroft, Newby Clapham, Nr Lancaster, 
Lancashire, LA2 8JD
01524 251 542 
info@prestonsteelstructures.co.uk
www.prestonsteelstructures.co.uk

R J Doak & Sons Ltd
Northfaulds, Lanark, Lanarkshire, ML11 7SA 
01555 661 425 
rjdoakltd@gmail.com 
www.doakco.com

RLH Welding & Fabrications Ltd
The Workshops, 32 Ford House Road, Newent, 
Gloucester, GL18 1LQ
01531 828761
info@rlhwelding.co.uk 
www.rlhwelding.co.uk 

RM Gibbons Ltd
Stuarts Farm, Whiteleys Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk, 
L40 6HF
01695 50053
gibbonsroger@aol.com

Ron Whitfield Engineers Ltd
Manorfield, Fridaythorpe, Driffield, Yorkshire, 
YO25 9RT 
01377 288 263 
gwhitfield72@gmail.com

RWHB Ltd 
Belston Cottage, Sinclairston, Cumnock, Ayrshire, 
KA18 2RU 
01290 700 073 
enquiries@rwhb.co.uk 
www.rwhb.co.uk  

S & A Fabrications Ltd
Harmire Enterprise Park, Barnard Castle,  
County Durham, DL12 8EH 
01833 690 379 
fabs@s-and-a.co.uk 
www.s-and-a.co.uk

S. Schofield Steel Fabrications Ltd  
Cookson’s Yard Beverley, Carr Lane, Hambleton, 
Lancashire, FY6 9BB 
01253 702 806 
info@schofieldsteel.co.uk 
www.schofieldsteel.co.uk

S C Smith Construction
Yewtree Bungalow, Higher Ansty, Dorchester, 
Dorset, DT2 7PU
07929 794737
scsmithconstruction@hotmail.co.uk

Severn Fabrications Ltd 
Unit 3, Maesbury Mill, Industrial Park, Oswestry, 
Shropshire, SY10 8BB 
01691 653 506 
info@severnfabrications.co.uk 
www.severn-fabrications.co.uk

Shufflebottom Ltd
Cross Hands Business Park, Cross Hands, Llanelli, 
Carmarthenshire, SA14 6RE 
01269 831 831 
alex@shufflebottom.co.uk 
www.shufflebottom.co.uk

Skinners Engineering Ltd
First Business Park, Holsworthy Industrial Estate, 
Dobles Lane, Holsworthy, EX22 6HN
01409 254 430
skinnersengineeringltd@gmail.com 
www.skinnersengineering.co.uk 

Smith Contracts Scotland Ltd
Low Bowhill Farm, Newmilns, Ayrshire, KA16 9LG 
01290 559358 
enquiries@smithcontractsscotland.com 
www.smithcontractsscotland.com

South West Steel Construction Ltd  
Holsworthy Industrial Estate, Holsworthy,  
Devon, EX22 6ER 
01409 253 211 
info@southweststeelconstruction.co.uk 
www.southweststeelconstruction.co.uk

Steel Fabricators (Wales) Ltd
2 Forest Lane, Llangybi, Lampeter, SA48 8LZ 
01570 493 253 
enquiries@steelfabwales.co.uk 
www.steelfabwales.co.uk

Steeltek Structural Steel Ltd
Unit 4-6 Mallard Industrial Park,  
Charles Street, Horbury, Wakefield, Yorkshire, 
WF4 5FH 
01924 283 355 
Neil.Fox@steeltek.co.uk
www.steeltek.co.uk

T & M Buildings Ltd
16 Town Park, Torrington, Devon, EX38 7AQ
01805 623 555 
tim.tandmbuildings@gmail.com
www.tandmbuildings-devon.co.uk

T & P Metcalfe & Sons Ltd
Forgewood House, Wray Road, Wennington, 
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA2 8NN
01524 222 230 
Info@tpmetcalfe.co.uk  
www.tpmetcalfe.co.uk

Tilke Engineering Ltd
Lyndale, Bellhouse Lane, Anslow,  
Burton-on-Trent, Staffordshire, DE13 9PA
01283 563 756 
craig@tilkeengineering.co.uk 
www.tilkeengineering.co.uk

Timmins Engineering and Construction Ltd
Innovation Works, Caenby Hall Business Park, 
Caenby Corner, Market Rasen, Lincolnshire,  
LN8 2BU 
01673 878800 
info@timminsagricultural.co.uk 
www.timminsagricultural.co.uk

Titan Steel Ltd
Kirkton, Kinellar, Aberdeen, AB21 0SB
01224 791 178
info@titansteel.co.uk
www.titansteel.co.uk

Traditional Structures Ltd
Findel Works, Landywood Lane, Cheslyn Hay, 
Walsall, West Midlands, WS6 7AJ
01922 414172 
sales@traditionalstructures.co.uk 
www.tradstructures.com

United Products Ltd
Evenwood Industrial Estate, Copeland Road, 
Evenwood, County Durham, DL14 9SF 
01388 834 295 
Michael.Hammond@cagroup.ltd.uk 
www.united-products.co.uk

W E Phillips and Sons Ltd
Unit 3, Ironbridge Industrial Estate,  
Gittisham, Honiton, Devon, EX14 3AN
info@wephillipsandsons.co.uk
www.wephillipsandsons.co.uk

W H Ricketts & Sons
Forge Works, Ffynnon Gynydd,  
Glasbury on Wye, Powys, HR3 5LX 
01497 847 250 
info@whrickettsandsons.co.uk

Webcox Engineering Ltd
Harris Rd, Calne, Wiltshire, SN11 9PT 
01249 813 225 
sales@webcox.co.uk

Wilson Construction Ltd
East Stobswood Farm Cottages,  
Widdrington, Morpeth, Northumberland,  
NE61 3AY 
01670 791 404 
wilsonconstruction@hotmail.co.uk 
http://wilsonconstruction.co.uk/

Worman Construction Ltd
Beachley House, Beach Road, St. Brides, Newport, 
Gwent, NP10 8SH 
01633 681 710 
worman.constructionltd@btinternet.com 
www.worman-construction.co.uk

Yorkshire Steel Buildings (Holdings) Ltd
The Workshops, Nipcroft Lane, Carthorpe, Bedale, 
North Yorkshire,DL8 2LP 
01677 425324  
eyup@yorkshiresteelbuildings.co.uk 
www.yorkshiresteelbuildings.co.uk

Supplier Members

Companies that manufacture or 
supply products related to the rural 
and industrial buildings industry

A Steadman & Son
Warnell, Welton, Carlisle, Cumbria, CA5 7HH 
01697 478 277 
info@steadmans.co.uk 
www.steadmans.co.uk 

Acorus Rural Property Services Ltd
Old Market Office, Risbygate Street,  
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP33 3AA 
01284 753271 
mike.bamforth@acorus.co.uk 
www.acorus.co.uk 
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AJN Steelstock Ltd
Ickneild Way, Kentford, Newmarket, Suffolk, 
CB8 7QT
01638 555500 
sales@ajnsteelstock.co.uk 
www.ajnsteelstock.co.uk   

ARK Agriculture 
Lindsey House, Brunel Way, Severalls Industrial 
Park, Colchester, Essex, CO4 9QX
01206 585090
sales@agriculture.com
www.arkagriculture.com

Astromezz Ltd
Unit A6, Precision Business Centre, 100 Masons 
Road, Stratford-Upon-Avon, Warwickshire,  
CV37 9NU
01789 263 555
sales@astromezz.co.uk 
www.astromezz.co.uk

Ayrshire Metals 
Royal Oak Way, Daventry, NN11 8NR
01327 300990
sales@ayrshire.co.uk
www.ayrshire.co.uk

Barrett Steel
Barrett House, 282 Cutler Heights Lane,  
Dudley Hill, Bradford, West Yorkshire, BD4 9HU 
01274 682281
sales@barrettsteel.com
www.barrettsteel.com

Briarwood Products Ltd
Briarwood Business Park, Commerce Way,  
Walrow Industrial Estate, Highbridge, Somerset, 
TA9 4AG 
01934 641 446 
norman.morter@briarwoodproducts.co.uk 
www.briarwoodproducts.co.uk
 
Cembrit Ltd
Studio 39, Thames Innovation Centre,  
2 Veridion Way, Erith, Kent, DA18 4AL 
0208 320 1184 
sales@cembrit.co.uk 
www.cembrit.co.uk

Cleveland Sitesafe
Dockside Road, Middlesbrough, TS3 8AT
01642 244663
accounts@cleveland-sitesafe.ltd.uk
www.cleveland-sitesafe.co.uk  

Cutmaster Machines Ltd
Unit 7, Spark Business Park, Martel Park,  
Hamilton Road, Stockport, SK1 2AF
01612 043995
info@cutmastermachines.com
www.cutmastermachines.com

Eternit Ltd
Wellington Road, Burton upon Trent, 
Staffordshire, DE14 2AP 
01283 501555
infouk@etexgroup.com 
www.eternit.co.uk

Filon Products Ltd
Unit 3, Ring Road, Zone 2, Burntwood Business 
Park, Burntwood, Staffordshire, WS7 3JQ 
01543 687300 
markwilcox@filonproducts.co.uk  
www.filon.co.uk 

Hereford Galvanizers Ltd
Westfields Trading Estate, Hereford, 
Herefordshire, HR4 9NS 
01432 267 664 
PeterS@hereford.galvanizers.co.uk  
www.galvanizers.co.uk 

Hornsey Steels Ltd
Riverlea, Bedstone Road, Shropshire, SY7 0AQ 
01547 530419 
info@hornseysteels.co.uk 
www.roofing-sheets.co.uk

Huck Nets (U.K.) Ltd
Gore Cross Business Park, Corbin Way, Dorset, 
DT6 3UX 
01308 425 100 
dave.collins@hucknetting.co.uk 
www.huck-net.co.uk 

IAE
Mossfield Road, Adderley Green, Longton,  
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, ST3 5BW 
01782 339 320 
mark.dodd@iae.co.uk 
www.iae.co.uk

IN Fabrications Ltd
Unit 11, Talbot Way, Adderley Road Industrial 
Estate, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 3SJ
ian@infabrications.co.uk

James E. Smith (Timber) Ltd
Soho Pool Way Park Road, Hockley, Birmingham, 
B18 5JA 
0121 5232 261 
dave@jestimber.co.uk 
www.jestimber.co.uk

Joseph Ash Galvanizing
The Alcora Building 2, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, 
Worcestershire, B62 8DG 
0121 504 2560 
stevenh@josephash.co.uk 
www.josephash.co.uk

Kaltenbach Ltd
3 Caxton Park, Caxton Road, Bedford, MK41 0TY
01234 213 201
d.wilkins@kaltenbach.co.uk
www.kaltenbach.co.uk

Kingspan Insulated Panels Ltd
Greenfield Business Park 2, Greenfield, Holywell, 
Flintshire, CH8 7G
01352 716 100 
paul.grimshaw@kingspan.com 
www.kingspanpanels.co.uk 

Mayfair Steel Buildings
1D Tudhoe Industrial Estate
DL16 6TL
01388 810064
maycar@tiscali.co.uk
www.mayfairsteelbuildings.com

MDS Industries Ltd
Booth Street, Smethwick, Birmingham, B66 2PF
0121 565 0022
enquiries@mdsind.co.uk
www.mdsind.co.uk

Powell Gee & Co Ltd
Unit 36, Atcham Business Park, Atcham
Shrewsbury, SY4 4UG
01743 296132
kevin@powellgee.co.uk
www.selfdrillingscrew.co.uk

R J Barrington Ltd
Clinton Road, Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 0RJ
01568 612101
sales@rjbarringtonltd.co.uk
www.rjbarringtonltd.co.uk

RNT Tanks & Silos Ltd
Unit 8 Drove Road, Gamlingay, Sandy, 
Bedfordshire, SG19 2HX 
01767 654 916 
ashley.gurney@rnttanks.com 
www.rnttanks.com 

Steel Connections (NW) Ltd
19 Ellerbeck Road, Thornton Cleveleys, Blackpool, 
Lancashire, FY5 1DH
07425 414631 
john@steelconnectionsnw.co.uk
www.steel-connections.co.uk

STRUMIS Ltd
Truro House, Derby, Derbyshire, DE21 6LY
01332 545 800
s.watson@strumis.com 
www.strumis.com

United Roofing Products
Longbridge Meadow Industrial Estate, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 1BT
01884 839 302
lukeevans@unitedroofingproducts.com 
www.unitedroofingproducts.com 

Wedge Group Galvanizing Ltd
Stafford Street, Willenhall, West Midlands,  
WV13 1RZ 
01902 600 704 
Claire.Jones@wedge-galv.co.uk 
www.wedge-galv.co.uk

Wolfenden Concrete Ltd
Eden Works, Colne Road, Kelbrook, Lancashire, 
BB18 6SY
01282 844 213
info@wolfendenconcreteltd.co.uk
www.wolfendenconcreteltd.co.uk

Contractor Members

Companies that work on site, 
groundworkers, steel erectors, 
cladders and general contractors

Curtis Engineering Frome Ltd
Curtis House, Manor Road, Marston Trading 
Estate, Frome, Somerset, BA11 4BH
01373 462 126 
sales@curtisengineering.co.uk 
www.curtisengineering.co.uk

Fair Buildings Ltd
36 Rose Street, Tullibody, Clackmannanshire, 
Scotland, FK10 2SZ
07796 764 438
Gareth@fairbuildingsltd.com
www.fairbuildingsltd.com

Hemmings Construction Ltd
Cockshoot Farm, Dean Road, Newnham, 
Gloucestershire, GL14 1HH
01594 517 161 
martin.hemmings@yahoo.co.uk

Hilro Consulting Ltd
The Outhouse, Yewden Farm, Mill End,
Hambleden, Oxfordshire, RG9 6RJ
01491 571 770
info@hilroconstruction.co.uk
www.hilroconstruction.co.uk

I. Bailey Steel Buildings Ltd
6 Deepcut Road, Draycott in the Clay,  
Ashbourne, Derbyshire, DE6 5BW
01332 650757
www.ibaileysteelbuildings.co.uk

JOHNSTRUCT Ltd
The Stables, Nether Hall, Moreton, Essex, CM5 0JA 
01277 890 595
info@johnstruct.co.uk
www.johnstruct.co.uk

Key Projects Ltd
Unit 5, Smallbrook Farm, Hereford, Herefordshire, 
HR2 9TP
01981 250672/ 07584 102970 
info@keyprojectsltd.co.uk 

L F Pearce and Son
Moorley’s Farm, Thame Road, Oakley, Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire, HP18 9QQ
01844 238887
info@lfpearceandson.co.uk
www.lfpearceandson.co.uk

LEEP Buildings Ltd
8 Barrow Close, Marlborough, Wiltshire, SN8 2BD
01672 513587
leepbuildings@outlook.com

Leith Hill Plant Ltd
Oakwood Mill Farm, Stane Street, Ockley, Dorking, 
Surrey, RH5 5LX 
01306 628 412 
info@lhpl.co.uk
www.lhpl.co.uk

P. Phillips Contractors Ltd
Bumble Cottage, 6 Hilltop, Tillington, Petworth, 
West Sussex, GU28 9AQ 
01798 343 392 
pphillipscontractorsltd@gmail.com 
www.ppcontractorsltd.co.uk
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Re-Cladding UK Ltd
Works, Unit 4, Building 9, Preese Hall Farm   
Weeton, Near Kirkham, Lancashire, PR4 3HT 
07980 897 000 
sales@recladdinguk.com 
www.recladdinguk.co.uk

Scotts of Whittington Ltd
Great Whittington, Tyne and Wear,  
Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE19 2HP
01434 672 288 
office@scottsofwhittington.co.uk

Springfield Steel Buildings Ltd
Springfield House, Unit 10, Rotterdam Park, Hull, 
HU7 0AN
01482 304504
sales@springfieldsteelbuildings.com
www.springfieldsteelbuildings.com

Tek Clad Ltd
23 Coldharbour, Chickerell, Weymouth, Dorset,  
DT3 4BG
0800 860 6276
info@tekclad.co.uk
www.tekclad.co.uk

Wedgewood Construction Services Ltd
Highfield Farm, East Anstey, Tiverton, EX16 9JU
013983 41464
info@wedgewood.construction 
www.wedgewoodconstructionservices.co.uk

Affiliate Members

Individuals or companies that are 
allied to the rural and industrial 
design and building industry, most 
likely offering a consultancy service

Carter Jonas
82 Micklegate, York, Yorkshire, YO1 6LF
01904 558256  
Jonathan.wilson@carterjonas.co.uk

Cow Plan Ltd
Rayens Close House, Long Ashton, Bristol, 
BS41 9HL
07751 050158
ivor@cowplan.com
www.cowplan.com

Haston Reynolds Ltd
Coniston House, 20 Suckling Green Lane,  
Codsall, Wolverhampton, WV8 2BL
01902 840548
ian@hastonreynolds.co.uk
www.hastonreynolds.co.uk

James Dick Agriculture
1 Netherby Road, Cults, Aberdeen, 
AB15 9HL
07801 953066
jamesdick@jamesdickagriculture.co.uk

Savills UK Ltd
28 Castle Street, Dumfries, DG1 1DG
0138 7263 066
rhenderson@savills.com 
www.savills.co.uk

Shand Building Design Ltd
The Cabin, Hilton park farm, Hilton, Banff, 
Aberdeenshire AB45 3AP
07715467299
01358 761 377
douglas@sbdLtd.co.uk
www.sbdLtd.co.uk

Singleton & Co.
31 Cadley, Marlborough, Wiltshire, 
SN8 4NE
01672 514 241
guy.singleton@singletonandco.co.uk

Trustees of Chatsworth Settlement  
(Yorkshire Estate)
Estate Office, Bolton Abbey, Skipton, Yorkshire, 
BD23 6EX
01756 710 227
estateoffice@boltonabbey.com

Honorary Members

Andrew Cooke

Alastair Hardwick

Tony Hutchinson

Malcolm James

Clive Mander

Chris Pearce

Jim Loynes 

Geoff Simpson

Jim Rogerson

Keith Musson

Concessionary Members

Arthur Brazel

Peter Hardwill

Roger Henderson

Nicholas Parry

David Wood
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